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Represent ati ve Robi nson (84th) gork Wildlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

HOUSE BI LL NO. 910

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-5-71, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE THE COMM SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS TO SELL
SURPLUS PROPERTY; TO PROVI DE THAT PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF
PROPERTI ES BY THE DEPARTMENT OF W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS
SHALL BE DEPOSI TED TO THE CREDI T OF THE DEPARTMENT; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 49-5-71, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-5-71. (1) The M ssissippi Comm ssion on Wldlife,

Fi sheries and Parks is hereby authorized to acquire interests in
real estate and personal property through purchase, donati on,
bequest or devise in furtherance of the purposes of Sections
49-5-61 t hrough 49-5-85 and otherw se in accordance with the
provi sions of | aw.

(2) Before such real estate is purchased or |eased, the fair
mar ket val ue of such real estate shall be determ ned by the
averaging of at least two (2) appraisals by Mssissippi Certified
General Appraisers. Such appraisals shall be paid for by the
State of M ssissippi.

(3) The conmm ssion is hereby authorized to obtain abstracts
and surveys, and to engage the services of attorneys to conduct
t he above described transactions. The commission is authorized to
obtain title insurance on property purchased if, in the opinion of
t he conm ssion, the best interests of the State of M ssissipp
woul d be served.

(4) In order to carry out its nmanagenment responsibilities
over all state |lands which are now or nay hereafter cone under its

jurisdiction, the Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks is
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aut hori zed to grant easenents and rights-of-way over and across
any part of such state |ands. Such easenments and rights-of-way
may be granted for such consideration, and upon such terns and
conditions, as the departnent may deemto be in the best interest
of the state, consistent with the use of such |lands for
recreational purposes. Any easenent for a utility line shall be
granted for that period of tine which the departnent deens to be
in the best interest of the managenent of such | ands.

(5) \Wenever any |ands, | akes or any other real property has

been deened surplus or no | onger needed to neet the needs or

m ssion of the Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks, the

Comm ssion may authorize the departnent to sell the property. The

property may be sold by sealed bids or at public auction after

three (3) weeks of advertisenent in a newspaper in the county

where the property is |located or by a newspaper of general

circulation. Before any such sale, the departnent shall obtain at

| east two (2) separate and i ndependent appraisals of the land to

be sold and may not accept any bid | ower than the average of al

the appraisals made. The departnent may reject any and all bids.

The advertisenent shall give the tine and place of sale, and the

property shall be sold to the highest and best bidder for cash.

The proceeds fromthe sale shall be deposited to the credit of the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks in the

appropriate fund or account, and such funds may be expended by the

departnent, upon |egislative appropriation, for the benefit of the

depart nment .

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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