M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

Representati ves Bail ey, Watson To: Ways and Means

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 909

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-19-56. 94, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO REAUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR VEHI CLE
LI CENSE TAGS TO PERSONS WHO W SH TO DEMONSTRATE THEI R APPRECI ATl ON
OF BLUES MJSI C; TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR
VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAGS TO SUPPORTERS OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE AWARENESS
TO PRESCRI BE AN ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR THE | SSUANCE OF SUCH LI CENSE
TAGS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF MONI ES DERI VED FROM THE
ADDI TI ONAL FEE; TO AUTHORI ZE FOR THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR
VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAGS TO SUPPORTERS OF THE M SSI SSI PPl STATE EQUI NE
ASSCOCI ATI ON; TO PROVI DE AN ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR SUCH LI CENSE TAGS;
TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH FEES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE
| SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAGS DI SPLAYI NG THE
PHRASE "IN GOD WE TRUST"; TO PROVI DE FOR THE COLLECTI ON OF AN
ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR THE | SSUANCE OF SUCH LI CENSE TAGS; TO PROVI DE
THAT A PORTI ON OF THE ADDI TI ONAL FEE SHALL BE DI SBURSED | N EQUAL
AMOUNTS TO THE M SSI SSI PPI CHAPTER, ORGANI ZATI ON OR DI VI SI ON OF
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERI CA, G RL SCOUTS OF THE USA AND THE SALVATI ON
ARMY; TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS TO
SUPPORTERS OF THE PCLI CE BENEVOLENT FOUNDATI ON, TO PRESCRI BE AN
ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR THE | SSUANCE OF SUCH LI CENSE TAGS; TO PROVI DE
FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH FEES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF
DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS TO SUPPORTERS OF THE G-WC M SSI SSI PPI
FEDERATI ON OF WOMVEN' S CLUB, | NCORPCRATED;, TO PRESCRI BE AN
ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR THE | SSUANCE OF SUCH LI CENSE TAGS; TO PROVI DE
FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH FEES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-19- 56,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE FROM ONE TO TWO THE MAXI MUM
NUMBER OF SPECI AL LI CENSE TAGS THAT MAY BE | SSUED TO A PERSON W TH
A D SABILITY WVHCH LIMTS OR IMPAIRS THE ABILITY TO WALK; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 27-19-56.5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE FROM ONE
TO TWO THE NUMBER OF PEARL HARBCOR SURVI VOR DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR
VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAGS THAT A QUALI FI ED APPLI CANT MAY BE | SSUED;, TO
AMEND SECTI ON 27-19-56.40, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO DELETE THE
REQUI REMENT THAT A PERSON MJUST BE A MEMBER OF KNI GHTS OF COLUMBUS
I N ORDER TO BE | SSUED A KNI GHTS OF COLUMBUS DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE
TAG AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 27-19-56.94, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

27-19-56.94. (1) Beginning with any regi stration year

commenci ng on or after July 1, 2007, owners of npotor vehicles upon

conplying with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and
| i censi ng of notor vehicles, and upon paynment of the road and

bridge privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
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prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrercial notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the anount provided in subsection (3)
of this section, shall be entitled to a distinctive |icense tag
that denonstrates their appreciation of blues nmusic. The tags
shall be of such color and design as the State Tax Conmm ssion
prescribes subject to the approval of the M ssissippi License Tag
Comm ssi on; however, each tag shall display the words

"M ssi ssippi, Hone of the Blues" and shall consist of such letters
or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary to distinguish each

i cense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags shall be
made to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State
Tax Conmm ssion. The application and the additional fee inposed
under subsection (3) of this section, less Two Dol lars ($2.00)
thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be remtted to
the State Tax Comm ssion on a nonthly basis as prescribed by the
comm ssion. The portion of the additional fee retained by the tax
coll ector shall be deposited into the county general fund.

(3) * * * Any person applying for a distinctive |icense tag
under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount of
Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |icense tag applied
for under this section, which shall be in addition to all other
taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a period of
time to run concurrent with the vehicle' s established |icense tag
year. The additional fee is due and payable at the tine the
original application is made for a distinctive |icense tag under
this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive |icense
tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive |icense
tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax collector.

(4) The State Tax Commi ssion shall deposit all fees into the

State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
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the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars (%$24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into the special fund created in
subsection (7) of this section.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi * * * Burn Care Fund created
pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44. 2.

(5 A regular license tag nmust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decals for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |license
tag i ssued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provi ded by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense

tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
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such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent license tag and the remai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

(7) There is established in the State Treasury a speci al
fund to be known as the Blues Heritage Fund which shall consist of
noni es required to be deposited therein under subsection (4) of
this section. Mnies in the special fund shall be appropriated by
the Legislature for projects that preserve and pronote
M ssissippi's blues nmusic heritage. Unexpended anounts remai ning
in the special fund at the end of the fiscal year shall not | apse
into the State General Fund, and any interest earned or investnent
earnings on anounts in the special fund shall be deposited to the
credit of the special fund.

(8 In order for a distinctive license tag to be issued

under this section, the provisions of Section 27-19-44(2) nust be

satisfied for the distinctive |license tag before July 1, 2010.

SECTION 2. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrercial notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for any notor
vehicle registered in his nanme identifying such person as a
supporter of donestic violence awareness. The distinctive |icense
tags so issued shall be of such color and design as the State Tax
Comm ssion, with the advice of the Chief Executive Oficer of CQur
Home, nay prescribe and shall consist of such letters or nunbers,
or both, as may be necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized

by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
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prescri bed by the State Tax Conm ssion. The application and the
additional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) thereof to be retained by the tax collector,
shall be remtted to the State Tax Comm ssion on a nonthly basis
as prescribed by the comm ssion. The portion of the additional
fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the
county general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year comrenci ng on or
after July 1, 2007, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of tinme to run concurrently with the vehicle's established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col | ector.

(4) The State Tax Commi ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify to the State Treasurer the
total fees collected under this section fromthe issuance of the
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section. The State
Treasurer shall distribute such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars (%$24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to Qur House.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected

on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal

H B. No. 909 * HRO3/ R1246CS*
07/ HRO3/ R1246CS
PAGE 5 (BS\LH)



175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207

be deposited into the M ssissippi Burn Care Fund created pursuant
to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44. 2.

(5 A regular license tag nmust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to tw (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |license
tag i ssued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provi ded by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |license tag and the remai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

SECTION 3. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
H B. No. 909 *HRO3/ R1246CS*
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trucks and ot her noncomrercial notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nanme identifying such person as a
supporter of the M ssissippi State Equi ne Association. The
distinctive license tags so issued shall be of such color and
design as the State Tax Conmm ssion, with the advice of the

M ssi ssi ppi State Equi ne Associ ation, may prescribe and shall
consi st of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary
to di stinguish each |license tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conm ssion. The application and the
additional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Conm ssion on a nonthly basis as
prescribed by the comm ssion. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year comrenci ng on or
after July 1, 2007, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrently with the vehicle's established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax

col l ector.
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(4) The State Tax Commi ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to the M ssissippi State Equine
Associ ati on.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the M ssissippi Burn Care Fund created pursuant
to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44. 2.

(5 A regular license tag nmust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to tw (2) license
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |license
tag i ssued under this section, the owner may make application and

affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provi ded by
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Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent license tag and the remai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

SECTION 4. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle, who is a

resident of this state, upon conplying with the notor vehicle | aws
relating to registration and |icensing of notor vehicles, and upon
paynent of the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad val oremtaxes
and registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles,
and upon paynent of an additional annual fee in the anount
provided in subsection (3) of this section, shall be entitled to a
distinctive |license tag displaying the phrase "In God W Trust,"
for each notor vehicle registered in his name. The distinctive
Iicense tags so issued shall be of such color and design as the
State Tax Comm ssion may prescribe, and shall consist of such
letters or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary to distinguish
each license tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conm ssion. The application and the
addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) thereof to be retained by the tax collector,
shall be remtted to the State Tax Comm ssion on a nonthly basis
as prescribed by the comm ssion. The portion of the additional
fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the
county general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year comrenci ng on or
after July 1, 2007, any person applying for a distinctive |icense

tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
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of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrently with the vehicle's established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col | ector.

(4) The State Tax Commi ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify to the State Treasurer the
total fees collected under this section fromthe issuance of the
distinctive |license tags issued under this section. The State
Treasurer shall distribute such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be disbursed in equal anmobunts to the M ssissipp
chapter, organization or division of Boy Scouts of Anerica, Grl
Scouts of the USA and the Sal vation Arny.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the M ssissippi Burn Care Fund created pursuant
to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected

on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
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be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44. 2.

(5 A regular license tag nmust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue nonth and year decals
for each distinctive license tag issued under this section, which
wll expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense tag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |license
tag i ssued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provi ded by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent license tag and the remai nder shall be
distributed proportionately in the sane nmanner as funds fromthe
sale of regular distinctive license tags issued under this
section.

SECTION 5. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrercial notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for any notor
vehicle registered in his nanme identifying such person as a
supporter of the Police Benevol ent Foundation. The distinctive
Iicense tags so issued shall be of such color and design as the
State Tax Comm ssion, with the advice of the Board of Trustees of

t he Pol i ce Benevol ent Foundation, may prescribe and shall consi st
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of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary to
di stingui sh each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conmi ssion. The application and the
addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) thereof to be retained by the tax collector,
shall be remtted to the State Tax Comm ssion on a nonthly basis
as prescribed by the comm ssion. The portion of the additional
fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the
county general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year comrenci ng on or
after July 1, 2007, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anpunt
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrently with the vehicle's established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col | ector.

(4) The State Tax Commi ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify to the State Treasurer the
total fees collected under this section fromthe issuance of the
distinctive |license tags issued under this section. The State

Treasurer shall distribute such collections as foll ows:
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(a) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to the Police Benevol ent Foundati on.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the M ssissippi Burn Care Fund created pursuant
to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44. 2.

(5 A regular license tag nmust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to tw (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |license
tag i ssued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provi ded by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee

for such replacenent |icense tag and the remainder shall be
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distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

SECTION 6. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrercial notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for any notor
vehicle registered in his nanme identifying such person as a
supporter of the GFWC M ssi ssi ppi Federation of Wwnen's C ub,

I ncorporated. The distinctive license tags so issued shall be of
such col or and design as the State Tax Comm ssion, wth the advice
of the Executive Board of the GFWC M ssi ssi ppi Federation of
Wnen's C ub, Incorporated, may prescribe and shall consist of
such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary to

di stingui sh each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conm ssion. The application and the
additional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) thereof to be retained by the tax collector,
shall be remtted to the State Tax Comm ssion on a nonthly basis
as prescribed by the comm ssion. The portion of the additional
fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the
county general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year comrenci ng on or
after July 1, 2007, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anpunt
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a

period of tinme to run concurrently with the vehicle's established
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license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col | ector.

(4) The State Tax Commi ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify to the State Treasurer the
total fees collected under this section fromthe issuance of the
distinctive |license tags issued under this section. The State
Treasurer shall distribute such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to the GFWC M ssi ssi ppi Federation of
Wnen's C ub, I ncorporated.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the M ssissippi Burn Care Fund created pursuant
to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, nmaintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44. 2.

(5 A regular license tag nmust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under

this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
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tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense

t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |license
tag i ssued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provi ded by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the remainder shall be
distributed in the sanme manner as funds fromthe sale of regul ar
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTION 7. Section 27-19-56, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-56. (1) Upon application by any |egal resident of the
State of Mssissippi with a disability which limts or inpairs the
ability to walk, the State Tax Conmm ssion shall prepare and issue
t hrough the county tax collectors a special |icense plate bearing
the International Synbol of Access adopted by Rehabilitation
International in 1969 at its Eleventh Wirld Congress on
Rehabi litation of the Disabled for not nore than two (2) vehicles
that are registered in the applicant's nane. The initial
application shall be acconpanied by the certification of a
i censed physician that (a) the applicant neets the definition of
persons with disabilities which limt or inpair the ability to
wal k; and (b) that the physician has determ ned that the applicant
w Il have the disability for at least five (5) years. The State
Tax Comm ssion shall prepare and issue to the tax collectors of
the various counties, decals for placenent on the special |icense

pl ates. The decals shall bear thereon the nonth in which the
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license plate was issued and the year in which the special |icense
plate wll expire. The special license plate issued under this
section is valid for the period of tinme that the |icense tag
attached upon a notor vehicle is issued pursuant to Section
27-19-31(1). A person to whomthe special license plate is issued
may retain the special license plate and may renew it by
submtting to the county tax collector, on or before its
expiration, the certification of a |licensed physician that the
physi ci an has determ ned (a) that the applicant neets the
definition of a person with a disability which limts or inpairs
the ability to wal k; and (b) that the applicant will have the
disability for at least five (5) years. |If an applicant fails to
renew the special license plate before its date of expiration,
then he shall surrender the special license plate to the county
tax collector and the tax collector shall issue to such person a
regular license plate to replace the special |icense plate.

The terns "vehicle" and "notor vehicle," as used in this
section, includes notorcycles.

The term "persons with disabilities which limt or inpair the
ability to wal k" when used in this section neans those persons
who, as determned by a |licensed physician:

(a) Cannot wal k two hundred (200) feet w thout stopping
to rest; or

(b) Cannot wal k without the use of, or assistance from
a brace, cane, crutch, another person, prosthetic device,
wheel chair, or other assistive device; or

(c) Are restricted by lung disease to such an extent
that the person's forced (respiratory) expiratory volunme for one
(1) second, when neasured by spironetry, is |less than one (1)
liter, or the arterial oxygen tension is |less than sixty (60)
mm hg on roomair at rest; or

(d) Use portable oxygen; or
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566 (e) Have a cardiac condition to the extent that the
567 person's functional limtations are classified in severity as

568 Cdass IIl or dass |V according to standards set by the American
569 Heart Association; or

570 (f) Are severely limted in their ability to wal k due
571 to an arthritic, neurological or orthopedic condition.

572 An applicant for a special |license plate bearing the

573 International Synbol of Access shall not be required to pay any
574 fee or charge for the issuance of such license plate separate from
575 or in addition to the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad val orem
576 taxes and registration fees otherwise required by law to be paid
577 for the issuance of a regular license plate for such vehicle.

578 (2) The State Tax Comm ssion shall prepare renovabl e

579 w ndshield placards and such placards shall be issued and

580 periodically renewed upon the applications of persons with

581 disabilities which limt or inpair the ability to walk. The

582 placards shall be issued, free of charge, to applicants through
583 the offices of the tax collectors of the counties. The initia
584 application shall be acconpanied by the certification of a

585 licensed physician that the applicant neets the definition of

586 persons with disabilities which limt or inpair the ability to
587 wal k. These placards shall be valid for the period of tine that
588 the license tag attached upon a notor vehicle is issued pursuant
589 to Section 27-19-31(1) and nay be renewed in the sane nanner as
590 provided for the renewal of the special |icense plates under

591 subsection (1) of this section. The renovable w ndshield placard
592 nust be displayed on the left side of the vehicle dashboard or by
593 hanging it on the rearview mrror of the vehicle. The State Tax
594 Comm ssion shall prescribe the placenent for notorcycles.

595 (3) The State Tax Comm ssion shall provide for the issuance
5906 of a tenporary renovabl e wi ndshield placard, upon the application
597 of a person with a disability which limts or inpairs the ability

598 to walk. Tenporary renovable w ndshield placards authorized by
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this subsection shall be prepared by the State Tax Conm ssion and
shall be issued, free of charge, to applicants through the offices
of the tax collectors of the counties. Application for a
tenporary renovabl e wi ndshi el d placard nmust be acconpani ed by the
certification of a licensed physician that the applicant neets the
definition of persons with disabilities which limt or inpair the
ability to walk. The certification shall also include the period
of time that the physician determ nes the applicant will have the
disability, not to exceed six (6) nonths. The tenporary renovable
wi ndshi el d pl acard nust be displayed on the left side of the
vehi cl e dashboard or by hanging it on the rearview mrror of the
vehicle. The tenporary renovable w ndshield placard shall be
valid for a period of tinme for which the physician has determ ned
that the applicant will have the disability, not to exceed six (6)
months fromthe date of issuance. The State Tax Conm ssion shal
prescribe the placenent for notorcycles.

(4) The renovabl e wi ndshield placard and the tenporary
renovabl e wi ndshi el d placard shall be two-sided and shall include:

(a) The International Synbol of Access, which is at
| east three (3) inches in height, centered on the placard (the
col or of the renovable w ndshield placard shall be white on a bl ue
shield; and the tenporary renovabl e w ndshield placard shall be
white on a red shield);

(b) An identification nunber and, on the reverse side,
the nanme of the individual to whomthe placard is issued;

(c) A date of expiration; and

(d) The seal of the State of M ssissippi.

(5 (a) It shall be unlawful to park a nmotor vehicle in an
area set aside for persons who are disabled if the notor vehicle
does not (i) have displayed the renpovabl e wi ndshi el d placard
authorized in this section with the date of expiration visible,
(11) have the special license plate issued under this section

properly displayed upon the notor vehicle, or (iii) have the
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di sabl ed Anerican veteran tag or plate issued under Section
27-19-53 properly displayed upon the notor vehicle. Any person
who unlawful ly parks a notor vehicle in such areas, or who bl ocks
such spaces or access thereto, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not nore than Two
Hundred Dol | ars ($200.00) for each such violation. For the third
and subsequent offenses under this section, the offender's
driver's license shall be suspended for ninety (90) days by the
Comm ssi oner of Public Safety in accordance with Section 63-1-53
in addition to any fine inposed. The court shall not suspend or
reduce any fine required to be inposed under this subsection.

(b) A person who is charged with a violation of this
section by parking a notor vehicle in an area set aside for
persons who are disabled and failing properly to display (i) a
renovabl e wi ndshield placard on the dash of the vehicle or by
hanging it on the rearview mrror of the vehicle, (ii) a special
|icense plate issued under this section upon the vehicle or (iii)
a di sabled Anerican veteran tag or plate issued under Section
27-19-53 upon the vehicle shall not be convicted and shall have
the charge di sm ssed upon presentation to the court of proof by
means of sworn oral testinmony or sworn affidavit that at the tine
of the charged violation he or a passenger in the vehicle
possessed a valid renovabl e wi ndshield placard i ssued under this
section.

(6) Any person who, for the purpose of obtaining a special
license plate or windshield placard under this section, files with
the county tax collector a physician's certification, know ng the
certification to be false or to have been fraudul ently obtai ned,
shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and, upon conviction, shall be
fined not nore than Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($200. 00).

(7) Al law enforcenent officers are authorized to enforce
this section on public and private property. Provision of spaces

restricted to handi capped parking and proper marking of such
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spaces shall be considered as intent and perm ssion to enforce
such designated parking on private property. Any owner of private
property may tow away a vehicle that is parked on the owner's
private property in violation of the disabled parking restrictions
set forth in this section at the vehicle owner's expense. In
addition, the vehicle owner may be subject to any fines or other
penalties provided in this section. Only areas marked in
accordance wth the Anericans with Disabilities Act Accessibility
Gui del i nes or equival ent standards shall be enforced. Spaces
shal |l bear the International Synbol of Access.

(8) Mdtor vehicles displaying a special license plate,
|icense plate decal, placard or parking certificate or permt
bearing the International Synbol of Access issued to a person with
a disability by any other state or district subject to the | aws of
the United States shall be allowed the special parking privileges
under this section provided the |license plate, decal, placard,
permt or certificate bears the International Synmbol of Access and
is displayed in a prom nent place on the vehicle.

(9) Parking in any area set aside for persons who are
disabled is limted to vehicles which, imediately before or after
the utilization of such an area, are used to transport a person
wth a disability which limts or inpairs the ability to wal k
The identification required to park in such an area, except as
provided in subsection (8) of this section, is as follows:

(a) For a vehicle used to transport a person with a
permanent disability, that person's permanent w ndshield placard
nmust be di splayed or the vehicle nust have a special |icense tag
i ssued under this section or Section 27-19-53 properly displ ayed.

(b) For a vehicle being used by a person who has a
tenporary disability which limts or inpairs the ability to wal k
or which is being used to transport such a person, a tenporary

wi ndshi el d pl acard nust be di spl ayed.
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Any person who parks in an area set aside for persons who are
disabled in violation of this subsection shall be punished as
provided for in subsection (5) of this section.

(10) Upon application by a nursing hone, retirenment hone or
other institution that transports disabled persons, the State Tax
Comm ssion may issue the special |icense plate authorized pursuant
to this section for not nore than one (1) vehicle that is
registered in the applicant's nanme that is used to transport
di sabl ed residents of the institution. Such institution shal
conply with all other |laws regarding the registration of such
vehi cl e.

SECTION 8. Section 27-19-56.5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.5. (1) 1In recognition of the patriotic service
rendered by M ssissippians who survived the attack on Pearl|l Harbor
and by M ssissippians who are recipients of the Purple Heart
Medal , any such person is privileged to obtain two (2) distinctive
motor vehicle license plates or tags identifying himas a Pear
Har bor survivor or not nore than two (2) distinctive notor vehicle
license plates or tags identifying himas a Purple Heart Medal
recipient. The distinctive plates or tags shall be of a color and
desi gn designated by the State Tax Conm ssi on.

(2) The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the
State Tax Comm ssion and shall be issued through the tax
collectors of the counties in the sane manner as are other notor
vehicle license plates or tags. A tag fee of Fifteen Dollars
($15.00), in addition to all other taxes and fees, shall be
collected by the tax collector for the Pearl Harbor distinctive
tag. The first distinctive tag issued to Purple Heart Medal
reci pients under the provisions of this section shall be exenpt
fromad val oremtaxes, privilege taxes and all other taxes and
fees. There shall be no exenption from ad val oremt axes,

privilege taxes or other taxes and fees for the issuance of a
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second distinctive tag to Purple Heart Medal recipients. However,
t he surviving spouse of a deceased person who was issued a Purple
Heart Medal distinctive |license plate or tag under this section
shall be entitled to apply for or retain one (1) such |license tag
and may continue annually to renew registration for such
distinctive notor vehicle license plate or tag for as long as the
spouse remains unmarried. At the tine of application or renewal
registration, a surviving spouse who desires to retain such
distinctive plate or tag shall file with the county tax collector
a sworn statenent that the spouse is unmarried, and any such
vehi cl e when so registered shall be exenpt fromad val oremt axes,
privilege taxes and all other taxes and fees. The tax collector
shall monthly forward the additional fee of Fifteen Dollars
($15.00) charged for issuance of a Pearl Harbor distinctive tag to
the State Tax Comm ssion which shall deposit such fee to the
credit of the State General Fund. An applicant for a distinctive
tag under this section shall present to the issuing official
either (a) witten proof that the applicant is an honorably
di scharged forner nenber of one (1) of the Arnmed Forces of the
United States and, while serving in the Arned Forces of the United
States, was present during the attack on the island of Gahu,
Territory of Hawaii, on Decenber 7, 1941, between the hours of
7:55 a.m and 9:45 a.m, Hawaii tinme, or (b) witten proof that
the applicant is a Purple Heart Medal recipient. The distinctive
license plates or tags so issued shall be used only upon a
personally or jointly owned private passenger vehicle (to include
station wagons, recreational notor vehicles and pickup trucks)
registered in the nane, or jointly in the name, of the person
maki ng application therefor, and when issued to such person shal
be used upon the vehicle for which issued in lieu of the standard
license plate or license tag normally issued for such vehicle.

(3) The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable

bet ween notor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a
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vehicl e bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
ot herwi se di spose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by
such owner and returned to the tax collector.

(4) A vehicle that displays a distinctive |license plate
i ssued under this section nmay park free of charge in any state
par ki ng space or state parking facility when the person to whom
the license plate was issued is operating or occupying the
vehi cl e.

(5) Any person evading or violating any of the provisions of
this section, or attenpting to secure benefits under this section
to which he is not entitled, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and,
upon conviction, shall be fined not | ess than One Thousand Dol | ars
($1,000.00) or inprisoned in the county jail for not |ess than six
(6) nonths, or both.

SECTION 9. Section 27-19-56.40, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.40. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge

privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomercial notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for any notor
vehicle registered in his nanme identifying such person as a
supporter of Knights of Colunbus. The distinctive |icense tags so
i ssued shall be of such color and design as the State Tax
Comm ssion, with the advice of Knights of Colunbus, nay prescribe
and shall consist of such letters or nunbers, or both, as nay be
necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conmi ssion. The application and the

addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
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Two Dol lars ($2.00) thereof to be retained by the tax collector,
shall be remtted to the State Tax Comm ssion on a nonthly basis
as prescribed by the comm ssion. The portion of the additional
fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the
county general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year comrenci ng on or
after July 1, 2002, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anpunt
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |icense tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a

period of tinme to run concurrently with the vehicle's established

license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col | ector.

(4) The State Tax Commi ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify to the State Treasurer the
total fees collected under this section fromthe issuance of the
distinctive |license tags issued under this section. The State
Treasurer shall distribute such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to Knights of Col unbus of
M ssi ssi ppi .

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal

be deposited into the Mssissippi * * * Burn Care Fund created

pursuant to Section 7-9-70.
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(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44. 2.

(5 A regular license tag nmust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag issued
under this section. The regular |license tag nmust be surrendered
to the tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag
under this section. The tax collector shall issue up to tw (2)

I icense decals for each distinctive |license tag issued under this
section, which will expire the sanme nonth and year as the regul ar
i cense tag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |license
tag i ssued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provi ded by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit in the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |license tag and the remai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

SECTION 10. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.

H B. No. 909 *HRO3/ R1246CS*

07/ HRO3/ R1246CS ST: Distinctive |icense; authorize for various
PAGE 26 (BS\LH) pur poses.



