M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative Holland To: Public Health and Hunan
Servi ces

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 885

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-15-17, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972

2 TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES TO PAY KI NSHI P CARE
3 PAYMENTS TO PERSONS WHO ASSUME CUSTODY OF A RELATED CHI LD PLACED
4 | N THE DEPARTMENT' S CUSTODY BY COURT ORDER; AND FOR RELATED

5  PURPOSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
7 SECTION 1. Section 43-15-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

8 anended as foll ows:

9 43-15-17. (1) The State Departnent of Human Services is

10 authorized to nake such paynents as nay be appropriate for

11 supportive services to facilitate either the return of children to
12 their natural parents or their adoption, depending upon and

13 contingent upon the availability of the State Departnent of Human
14 Services' securing or having sufficient funds to render this

15 supportive service. Upon court order, the parent(s) shall be

16 responsible for reinbursing the departnment for any foster care or
17 kinship care paynents made on behalf of his or her child, based
18 upon financial ability to pay, until such tinme as there is a

19 termnation of parental rights regarding the child, or the child
20 is adopted.
21 (2) For those children placed in foster care by the state or
22 county departnments of human services, the departnent shall nmake
23 nmonthly paynments for the support of these children's room and
24 board, clothing, allowance and personal needs. Fromand after
25 July 1, 1998, and subject to the availability of funds
26 specifically appropriated therefor, the Department of Hunman
27 Services' foster care and therapeutic care nonthly paynent
28 schedule in effect before that date shall be increased by One
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Hundred Dol | ars ($100.00) per nmonth, with that m ni num paynment not

to preclude the departnent fromincreasing paynents in |ater years

as funds becone available. Fromand after July 1, 1998, in order
for foster parents to receive the nonthly payments authorized
under this subsection (2), the Departnent of Human Servi ces shal
require foster care placenents to be licensed as foster care hones
and shall require prospective foster parents to satisfactorily
conpl ete an appropriate training programthat enphasizes the goa
of the foster care programto provide stable foster placenent

until a permanency outcone is achieved.

(3) For a child placed in the care of the child' s relative

within the third degree by the state or county departnents of

human services, the departnent may nake nonthly paynents to defray

the relative's expense of furnishing roomand board if the

departnment, upon perform ng a hone study, determ nes that

financial inability to maintain the child is the sole reason

preventing the relative fromassum ng custody of the child.

Subject to the availability of funds therefor, the departnent's

ki nship care paynent may be in an anount up to one hundred percent

(100% of the amount of the foster care board paynent. The

departnment may continue to nake those paynents to the relative

after the departnent relinquishes |egal custody of the child to

the rel ative.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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