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Representative C arke To: Transportation;
Educat i on

HOUSE BI LL NO. 868

AN ACT TO CREATE A STUDY COW TTEE TO DETERM NE THE
FEASI BI LI TY AND DESI RABI LI TY OF REQUI RI NG PUBLI C SCHOOL BUSES TO
BE EQUI PPED W TH SAFETY BELTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) There is created a study conmttee to

determne the feasibility and desirability of requiring public
school buses in the State of M ssissippi to be equipped with
safety belts. The study nust include recommendati ons regarding
the desirability of three-point |ap-shoul der belts versus |ap-only
belts and whether a state mandate, if any, for school bus safety
belts should be applicable only to newy purchased buses or al so
to school districts' existing fleets. The commttee shall nake a
report of its findings and reconmendati ons, including any
recommended | egislation, to the Legislature before Cctober 30,
2007.
(2) The conmittee will be conposed of the follow ng nenbers:

(a) The Chairman of the House Transportation Comm ttee;

(b) The Chairman of the Senate H ghways and
Transportation Conmittee;

(c) Two (2) menbers of the House Transportation
Comm ttee, appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves;

(d) Two (2) nmenbers of the Senate H ghways and
Transportation Conmittee, appointed by the Lieutenant Governor;

(e) One (1) menmber of the House Education Comittee,

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;
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(f) One (1) menber of the Senate Education Comm ttee,
appoi nted by the Lieutenant Governor; and
(g One (1) nenber appointed by the Governor.

Appoi ntments nust be made within thirty (30) days after the
effective date of this act. Wthin fifteen (15) days after the
peri od designated for naking appointnents, on a day to be
designated jointly by the Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of
t he House, the commttee shall neet and organize by selecting from
its nmenbership a chairman and a vice chairman. The vice chairman
wll serve as secretary and is responsible for keeping all records
of the commttee. A mgjority of the nenbers of the conmmttee
constitutes a quorum An affirmative vote of a majority of the
committee is required in the transaction of all business. Al
menbers nmust be notified in witing of all neetings, and such
notices nmust be mailed at least five (5) days before the date on
which a neeting is to be held.

(3) Menbers of the conmttee who are not |egislators, state
officials or state enployees will be conpensated at the per diem
rate authorized by Section 25-3-69 and will be reinbursed in
accordance wth Section 25-3-41 for m | eage and actual expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties. Legislative nenbers
of the commttee shall be paid fromthe contingent expense funds
of their respective houses in the sane manner as provided for
commttee neetings when the Legislature is not in session;
however, no per diemor expense for attending neetings of the
committee nmay be paid while the Legislature is in session. A
comm ttee nenber may not incur per diem travel or other expenses
unl ess previously authorized by vote, at a neeting of the
commttee, which action nust be recorded in the official mnutes
of the nmeeting. Nonlegislative nenbers will be paid from any
funds nade available to the conmttee for that purpose.

(4) The commttee may utilize clerical and |legal staff

al ready enpl oyed by the Legislature and any other staff assistance
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made available to it. To effectuate the purpose of this act, upon
the request of the chairman of the commttee, any departnent,
di vi sion, board, bureau, comm ssion or agency of the state or of
any political subdivision of the state shall provide to the
comm ttee such facilities, assistance and data that wll| enable
the conmmttee to properly carry out its task.

(5) Upon presentation of its report to the Legislature, the
comm ttee shall be dissol ved.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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