M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Read, Eaton, Baker To: Universities and
(8th), Bondurant, Broonfield, Chism Davis, Col I eges; Appropriations
Flem ng, Gegory, Gunn, Ham Iton (109th),

Ham [ ton (6th), Hudson, Janus, Lott,

Martinson, Mdore, Mss, Reed, Rotenberry,

Shows, Sinpson, Smith (39th), Snowden, Staples, Stringer, Sullivan,
Upshaw, Warren, Wathersby, Pal azzo, Peranich, Denny, Guice, Smth
(27th), Patterson, Robinson (84th), Howell, Arinder, Lane, Mayo, Scott,
C ark

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 864

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE WAI VER OF TU TI ON AND REQUI RED FEES
AT THE STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER LEARNI NG AND COVMUNI TY AND
JUNI OR COLLEGES FOR THE CHI LDREN OF DECEASED VETERANS OF THE
UNI TED STATES ARMED FORCES OR THE M SSI SSI PPl NATI ONAL GUARD VWHO
VERE KILLED I'N THE LI NE OF DUTY AND THE CHI LDREN OF CERTAI N
DI SABLED VETERANS OF THE UNI TED STATES ARMED FORCES OR THE
M SSI SSI PPl NATI ONAL GUARD; TO REQUI RE APPLI CATI ONS FOR A WAl VER
TO | NCLUDE DOCUMENTATI ON CONCERNI NG THE DECEASED VETERAN S DEATH
OR THE DECEASED VETERAN S DEATH OR THE VETERAN S DI SABI LI TY; TO
10 PROVI DE THAT TU TI ON MAY BE WAI VED FOR BOTH FULL-TI ME AND
11  PART-TI ME STUDENTS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE
12 I NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG SHALL BE THE ADM NI STERI NG AGENCY
13 OF THE TU TI ON WAl VER PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

14 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

15 SECTION 1. (1) Beginning with the 2007-2008 academ c year,

16 any resident of the State of M ssissippi who is (a) the child of a
17 deceased veteran of the United States Arned Forces or deceased

18 veteran of the M ssissippi National Guard on active federal duty
19 who was killed in the line of duty, or (b) the child of an

20 honorably discharged veteran of the United States Arned Forces or
21 an honorably di scharged veteran of the M ssissippi National Guard
22 whose disability occurred while on active federal duty who has a
23 service-connected disability that is permanently and no | ess than
24 seventy percent (70% disabling according to the rules and

25 reqgulations of the United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs,
26 may apply for a waiver of tuition at any state institution of

27 higher learning or public conmunity or junior college in the

28 state. For the purposes of this section, the term"child" nmeans a
29 natural child, legally adopted child or stepchild.

30 (2) A child of a deceased or disabled veteran who qualifies
31 for a tuition waiver under this section who is enrolled in or

32 accepted for enrollnment at a state institution of higher |earning
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or a public community or junior college in Mssissippi may apply
for a waiver of tuition. In order to be eligible, a child nay not
have reached the age of twenty-three (23) years on the first day
of the senester or termfor which the child is enrolling; however,
any child who has begun earning academ c credit in furtherance of
an associ ate or baccal aureate degree or certificate program before
attaining the age of twenty-three (23) years whose coll ege
instruction is interrupted for any reason is eligible to receive
academ c waivers in furtherance of the degree or certificate
toward which the student is working, subject to the conditions
prescribed in subsection (3). An application nust be acconpani ed
by proper proof that the deceased veteran is a veteran of the
United States Arnmed Forces or the M ssissippi National Guard and
that the veteran was killed in the line of duty, or the veteran is
an honorably discharged veteran of the United States Arnmed Forces
or the M ssissippi National Guard and that the veteran has a
service-connected disability that is permanently and no | ess than
seventy percent (70% disabling according to the rules and
regul ations of the United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs.
(3) A waiver of tuition awarded under this section may not
exceed the actual cost of tuition at the institution or college at
which the child of a veteran is enrolled or accepted for
enrol lment. The amount of tuition waived for the child of a
di sabl ed veteran shall be reduced by the anmount that such child
receives fromany grant under a federal educational assistance
program or any ot her source. For purposes of this section, the
term"tuition” nmeans the senester or termcharges and all required
fees; however, the term"tuition" does not include housing costs,
books, food, school supplies, materials, dues or fees for
extracurricular activities or any costs, fees or expenses for or
associated wth a summer session. Both full-tine and part-tine
students may apply for a waiver under this section. Students

enrolling on a full-tinme basis nay receive a maxi nrum of four (4)
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annual waivers, and in those instances when a degree program
requires five (5) years for conpletion, five (5) annual waivers.
The nunber of waivers which may be granted to a student attending
school on a part-tine basis nay not exceed the length of tinme
required to conplete the associate or baccal aureate degree or
certificate programtoward which the student is working. A person
who has a baccal aureate degree is not eligible for a waiver of
tuition under this section, and any person who has an associ ate
degree nmay receive waivers only in furtherance of a baccal aureate
degr ee.

(4) As a condition for renewal of a waiver of tuition, a
student nust neke steady academ c progress toward a certificate or
associ ate or baccal aureate degree, as certified by the
institution's registrar, and nust maintain a cunul ative grade
poi nt average of at |east 2.00 calculated on a 4.00 scale at the
end of each term

(5) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning and the State Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges
jointly shall pronulgate rules and regul ati ons necessary to carry
out the purposes of this section. The Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Hi gher Learning is the adm nistering agency of the
tuition waiver program

(6) It is the intent of the Legislature that all children of
deceased or disabled veterans who are eligible for a waiver of
tuition under this section be granted a wai ver provided that
noni es are specifically appropriated by the Legislature to
sufficiently reinburse the state institutions of higher |earning
and public community and junior colleges for the | osses they incur
in inplenmenting the tuition waiver program |f the Legislature
specifically appropriates nonies to i nplenent the program but such
funding is insufficient at a state institution or conmunity or
junior college to provide a waiver of tuition for all eligible

applicants at that institution or college, the board shall grant
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99 the tuition waivers to first-tine students on a first-cone,

100 first-served basis; however, priority consideration nust be given
101 to persons previously receiving waivers under this section who are
102 making steady academ c progress toward conpletion of a certificate
103 program or associ ate or baccal aureat e degree.

104 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
105 and after July 1, 2007.
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