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Representative Bail ey To: Judiciary B

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 860

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-7-23, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE OFFENSE OF DEFACI NG, REMOVI NG OR DESTROYI NG Sl GNS; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 65-7-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

65-7-23. (1) Any person wllfully defacing, renoving,
marring, damagi ng or destroying any sign or guide board, including
any railroad crossing sign or flasher signal, or other traffic
control device erected as provided shall be guilty of a
m sdenmeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be liable for the
actual cost of replacing or repairing such sign and shall be fined
not |l ess than Two Hundred Dol l ars ($200.00) nor nore than Five
Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00), or be inprisoned in the county jail not
nore than six (6) nonths, or be punished by both such fine and
inmprisonnment. |If the offender is a mnor, the parents of such
m nor shall be civilly liable in accordance with Section 93-13-2
for the actual cost of replacing or repairing the sign, signal or
devi ce.

(2) The penalties prescribed in subsection (1) of this
section shall also be applicable to any person, and to the parents
of any mnor, who willfully defaces, mars or danages any bri dge,
under pass or over pass.

(3) Any person who violates subsection (1) of this section

regarding a nenorial, other historical or cultural narker or sign,

i ncluding a M ssissippi Blues and Heritage Historical Mrker, the

val ue of which is Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00) or nore, shall be
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guilty of a felony and upon conviction shall be inprisoned in the

Penitentiary for not nore than ten (10) years or fined not nore

t han Ten Thousand Dol |l ars ($10, 000.00), or both. Such person

shall also be ordered to nake full restitution

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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