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Represent ati ve Fl aggs To: Juvenile Justice

HOUSE BI LL NO. 845

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH THE YOUTH COURT DEFENDER STANDARDS
COUNCI L; TO PROVI DE THE PURPCSE AND MEMBERSHI P OF THE COUNCI L; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE COUNCI L SHALL EMPLOY AN EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE COUNCI L, FOR BUDGETARY PURPOSES ONLY, SHALL
OPERATE UNDER THE AUTHORI TY OF THE OFFI CE OF ADM NI STRATI VE
COURTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) There is established the Youth Court

Def ender Standards Council. The purpose of the council is to
establish, inplenent and enforce polices and standards for a
conprehensi ve and effective systemof |egal representation for
children in youth court delinquency proceedi ngs throughout the
State of M ssissippi. The standards for the council shal

i nclude, but are not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Standards for maxi mum casel oads for youth court
defenders taking into consideration the defender's youth court
casel oad and non-youth court casel oad;

(b) Standards for mni mum education, training and
experience of attorneys assigned as youth court defenders;

(c) Standards for assessing the need for expert,

i nvestigative and social services in youth court public defender
of fices and on individual cases; and

(d) Standards for establishing salary ranges for
enpl oyees of youth court defender offices and reasonabl e hourly
rates to be paid attorneys and defense team nenbers in individual
cases.

(2) The nenbership of the council shall consist of the

following five (5) nenbers as foll ows:
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(a) One nenber appointed by the Youth Court Judges
Conf er ence,;

(b) One nenber appointed by the Director of the
Di vi sion of Youth Services;

(c) One nenber appointed by the President of the County
Supervi sors Associ ati on;

(d) One nenber appointed by the M ssissippi Public
Def ender Associ ati on who nust be an attorney with experience in
yout h court defense; and

(e) One nenber appointed by the M ssissippi Bar
Associ ati on.

(3) Council nenbers shall serve for three (3) years and
shall be paid for travel expenses to neetings, as provided in
Section 25-3-41, which shall be the nenbers only conpensation for
serving on the council. At the first neeting, which shall be
organi zed by the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts within ninety
(90) days of the effective date of this act, the council shal
el ect a chairperson fromits nenbership and adopt rules and
procedures for conducting its business.

(4) The council shall enploy an executive director who shal
be an attorney licensed to practice in the State of M ssissipp
and who shall have experience in the representation of children in
Youth Court. The executive director nay al so serve as a resource
counsel to youth court defenders throughout the state. The
director shall be conpensated at a rate determ ned by the counci
but such conpensation shall not exceed 90% of the pay for the
Director of the Admnistrative Ofice of Courts.

(5 The Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall provide
suitabl e office space, reasonable office expenses and necessary
travel costs for the council and executive director and shal
provi de adm nistrative and fiscal support to the council. For
budget purposes only the council shall operate under the authority

of the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts.
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(6) The council shall cooperate with any individual, private

or public agency, whether state, local or federal, or with any
public or private |aw school, with any public or private
institution of higher learning to obtain by gift, grant or
ot herwi se any financial, professional, investigatory, training,
education or research or other assistance; provided, however, that
any grants or any financial assistance received for the purposes
set out in this subsection shall be paid over to the
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts and adm ni stered consistent with
the provisions of this act and the rules and regul ations of the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Finance and Adm ni stration.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.
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