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Represent ati ves Brown, Mayo To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 833

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-7-335, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO SPECI FY THE Cl RCUMSTANCES UNDER VWH CH LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS SHALL
GRANT FI NANCI AL HARDSHI P WAl VERS FROM THE PAYMENT OF CERTAIN FEES
CHARGED BY THE SCHOOL BOARDS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-7-335, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-7-335. (1) The school board of any school district shal
be aut horized to charge reasonable fees, but not nore than the
actual cost, for the follow ng:

(a) Supplenental instructional materials and suppli es,
excl udi ng text books;

(b) Any other fees designated by the |ocal school board
as fees related to a valid curricul um educati onal objective,
i ncludi ng transportation; and

(c) Extracurricular activities and any ot her
educational activities of the school district that are not
designated by the | ocal school board as valid curriculum
educati onal objectives, such as band trips and athletic events.

(2) (a) Al fees authorized to be charged under this
section, except those fees authorized under subsection (1)(c) of
this section, shall be charged only upon the condition that the
school board of each school district shall adopt a financial
hardshi p wai ver policy that shall be kept in the strictest of
confidence with all files and personal disclosures restricted from

review by the general public. The financial hardship waiver

policy nust be distributed in witing to pupils at the tine of

enrollment. Any famly who qualifies for the National School
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Lunch Program as created by the Richard B. Russell National

School Lunch Act (42 USCS Section 1751 et seq.), shall receive a

financial hardship waiver. Oher circunstances causing a famly

to experience financial hardship, including, but not limted to,

an illness, death or change in enploynent, also shall allow

famlies to receive a financial hardship waiver. Local schoo

boards have the discretion to award a financial hardship waiver

under any other circunstances deened appropriate by a majority of

t he board.
The board shall insure that a pupil eligible to have any such

fees waived as a result of an inability to pay for those fees,

shall not be discrimnated agai nst nor shall there be any overt
identification of any pupil who has received a financial hardship
wai ver by use of special tokens or tickets, announcenments, posting
or publication of nanes, physical separation, choice of materials
or by any other neans. |In no case shall any school district's
procedures expose any pupil receiving a hardship waiver to any
type of stigma or ridicule by other pupils or school district
personnel .
(b) The confidentiality of the financial hardship

wai ver policy adopted by the school board shall apply to any
students who have an inability to pay any fees authorized under
subsection (1) * * * of this section.

(3) In no case shall the inability to pay the assessnment of
fees authorized under the provisions of this section result in a
pupi| being denied or deprived of any academ c awards or
st andards, any class selection, grade, diplom, transcript or the
right to participate in any activity related to educati onal
enhancenent .

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.

H B. No. 833 *HRO3/ R1001*

07/ HRO3/ R1001 ST: School boards; specify circunmstances under
PAGE 2 (RR\LH whi ch they may grant financial hardship waivers.



