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HOUSE BI LL NO 821

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A PROCEDURE FOR A VI CTI M OF | DENTI TY
THEFT TO HAVE THE DEBT FORG VEN AND CREDI T REPORTS PURGED; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Any person who is the victimof identity theft

(whose identity has been stol en and used for obtaining goods,
noney or anything of value wi thout that person's perm ssion) nay
wite a letter to a creditor that clains to have a debt owing to
themas a result of such identity theft informng the creditor of
the theft and requesting the creditor to forgive the debt and
report the satisfaction of the debt to the three (3) credit
bureaus. After thirty (30) days, if the creditor fails to forgive
t he debt and contact the credit bureaus, then the victimmy
petition the chancery court where the petitioner resides or where
t he debt was incurred, namng the creditor as defendant and giving
notice to the creditor of the filing of the petition. The
creditor is not required to file an answer in order for the
petitioner's claimto be heard. 1In the petition, the victimmnmust
prove under oat h:

(a) That the petitioner did not incur the debt or give
consent for the debt;

(b) That the petitioner did not have know edge at the
time that the debt was incurred;

(c) That the petitioner has filed a formal conpl aint
and report with the | aw enforcenment agency where he resides or

where the debt was incurred; and
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(d) That the petitioner did not receive any pecuniary
benefit as a result of the debt.

Upon satisfactory showing to the court, the court shall issue
an order requiring the creditor to forgive the debt and report
satisfaction of the debt to the credit bureaus.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.
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