M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Evans, Straughter To: Public Health and Hunan
Servi ces; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO 818

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 71-1-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 REQUI RE THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH TO ESTABLI SH AN OCCUPATI ONAL

3 HEALTH AND SAFETY PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
5 SECTION 1. Section 71-1-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

6 anmended as follows:

7 71-1-1. The State Board of Health shall establish an

8 occupational health and safety program and is enpowered:

9 (a) To enploy * * * qualified personnel as staff to

10 carry out the duties and responsibilities set forth herein;

11 (b) To devel op and nake avail abl e upon request to al

12 enployers of the state, including public enployers, information,
13 consultation and assistance related to safety and health | aws,

14 regul ations, neasures and standards, and to participate and assi st
15 wth training and educational prograns that are directed toward
16 enployee safety and di sease prevention;

17 (c) To enploy * * * personnel and procure * * *

18 equi pnent as necessary to provide on-site consultive services

19 related to assistance, information, education or training of
20 enpl oyers and enpl oyees toward conpliance with safety and health
21 standards and toward the establishnent of safety and health
22 prograns to prevent work-connected disabilities;
23 (d) To collect, conpile and report statistics rel ated
24 to work-connected disabilities in Mssissippi and such statistical
25 work shall be performed in cooperation with other
26 statistic-gathering agencies with the federal and state
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governnents. Such statistical reports as nmay be avail abl e shal
be made known to enpl oyers and enpl oyees.

(e) To receive such federal or state grants and
appropriations as available to further the education, training and
assi stance to the enpl oyers and enpl oyees of M ssissippi in
preventi ng work-connected disabilities.

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed as
authorizing the State Board of Health to adm nister or enforce in
any way the Federal Cccupational Safety and Health Act, known as
OSHA.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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