M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative Bl acknon To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 805

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 9-3-27 AND 9-4-13, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
2 OF 1972, TO PROVI DE SALARY LI M TATI ONS FOR CERTAI N SUPPORT STAFF
3 MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME COURT AND COURT OF APPEALS; AND FOR RELATED
4  PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. Section 9-3-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anmended as foll ows:

8 9-3-27. (1) The Justices of the Supreme Court are

9 authorized and enpowered to enploy such nunber of secretaries,

10 legal research assistants and other support staff as the court may
11 deem necessary for its efficient operation, provided, that |egal
12 research assistants * * * shall be qualified nenbers of The

13 Mssissippi * * * Bar, or qualified for adm ssion thereto * * *,
14 They shall each receive a salary to be fixed by the Justices of

15 the Suprenme Court, through an order entered on the mnutes of the
16 court, within the appropriation for the paynent of * * * salaries
17 in the Suprene Court. The salaries of the |egal research

18 assistants shall not exceed the salary of a district attorney, as
19 set forth in Section 25-3-35, as follows:

20 (a) Director, central legal staff, a salary not to

21 exceed the salary of a district attorney.

22 (b) Editor of Suprene Court Opinions, a salary not to
23 exceed the salary of a district attorney.

24 (c) Senior staff attorney with fifteen (15) years or
25 nore experience, a salary not to exceed ninety percent (90% of

26 the salary of a district attorney.
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(d) Senior staff attorney with eight (8) to fifteen

(15) years of experience, a salary not to exceed eighty-five

percent (85% of the salary of a district attorney.

(e) Senior staff attorney with four (4) to eight (8)

years of experience, a salary not to exceed eighty percent (80%

of the salary of a district attorney.

(f) Lawclerk wwth four (4) to eight (8) years of

experience, a salary not to exceed sixty percent (60% of the

salary of a district attorney.

(g0 Lawclerk wwth less than four (4) years of

experience, a salary not to exceed fifty-five percent (55% of the

salary of a district attorney.

(2) Support staff nmenbers, upon entering into the discharge

of their duties, shall take an oath to be adm ni stered by one of

the justices of the court that they will faithfully discharge the

duties of said office and that they will not disclose the secrets
or deliberations of the court, and they shall be renoved at the

pl easure of the court. The support staff nmenbers shall be paid on

a certificate by the Chief Justice or by a justice appointed by

the Chief Justice to so act to the auditor of public accounts, who

shal | issue a warrant for the anount or anounts so certified to
the state treasurer

SECTION 2. Section 9-4-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-4-13. (1) The judges of the Court of Appeals shal
receive salaries as provided * * * in Section 25-3-35, shall be
rei nbursed for mleage expenses incurred in performng their
duties at the rate authorized by law for public officials and
enpl oyees as provided * * * in Section 25-3-41, and shall receive
an expense all owance as provided * * * in Section 25-3-43.

(2) Staff attorneys, senior staff attorneys, |aw clerks and

all other enployees of the Court of Appeals shall be of the sane
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grade classification and bear the sane salary restrictions as

Suprenme Court enpl oyees performng the sanme or simlar duties.
SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.
SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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