M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative Warren To: Conservation and Water
Resour ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 767

1 AN ACT TO REENACT SECTI ONS 51-3-101, 51-3-103, 51-3-105,

2 MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH PROVI DE FOR THE MEMBERSHI P AND

3 DUTIES OF THE M SSI SSI PPI WATER RESOURCES ADVI SORY COUNCI L; TO

4 AMEND SECTI ON 51-3-106, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE

5 DATE OF REPEAL FOR THE REENACTED SECTI ONS; AND FOR RELATED

6 PURPCSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. Section 51-3-101, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

9 reenacted as foll ows:

10 51-3-101. There is created the M ssissippi Water Resources
11 Advisory Council, hereinafter referred to as "council," for the
12 purpose of making recommendations to the Governor and the

13 Legislature on managenent of the state's water and water-rel ated
14 | and resources.

15 SECTION 2. Section 51-3-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
16 reenacted as foll ows:

17 51-3-103. (1) (a) The council shall consist of the

18 follow ng nenbers:

19 The executive directors of the foll ow ng agencies, or their
20 designees: the Departnment of Environnental Quality; the

21 Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks; the State Departnent
22 of Health; the State Forestry Conm ssion; the Soil and Water

23 Conservation Conm ssion; the M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority;

24 the Departnent of Marine Resources; the President of the

25 M ssissippi Water Resources Association, or his designee; the

26 Director of the M ssissippi State Board of Regi stered Professional
27 Ceol ogists, or his designee; and the Director of the M ssissippi
28 \Water Resources Research Institute, or his designee. In addition,
29 the Governor shall appoint one (1) representative of each of the
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foll ow ng organi zations: the M ssissippi Association of

Supervi sors, the M ssissippi Engineering Society, the M ssissipp
CGeol ogi cal Society, the M ssissippi Econom c Council, the

M ssi ssi ppi Farm Bureau Federation, the M ssissippi Manufacturers
Associ ation, the M ssissippi Minicipal Association, the Delta
Council, a regional water managenent district, an environnental
organi zation wth statew de nenbership and one (1) individual from
each of the state's congressional districts.

Menbers of the council not appointed by the Governor as
provi ded above shall serve a termconcurrent with their term of
office in their respective position. Nonappointed nenbers nmay
desi gnat e anot her nenber of their respective board, council or
conmi ssion to serve as an alternate.

Menbers of the council appointed by the Governor shall serve
staggered four-year terns. The initial terns of appointed nenbers
shall be as follows: Four (4) nmenbers shall be appointed for
terms of two (2) years; five (5) nenbers shall be appointed for a
termof three (3) years; and five (5) nenbers shall be appointed
for terms of four (4) years. Thereafter, all terns of the
appoi nted nenbers of the council shall be for four (4) years. The
terms of nmenbers shall begin and end on July 1, of the appropriate
year, regardl ess of the date of appoi ntnent.

(b) In addition to the voting nenbers of the council,
as descri bed above, the council may invite, as participating but
nonvoti ng nmenbers, representatives of any other state and federal
organi zations, or individuals possessing expertise in the field of
wat er resources managenent or who have a viable interest in the
W se managenent of the water resources of the state.

(c) Oiginal appointnments to the council shall be nade
no later than Cctober 1, 1995. The CGovernor shall require
adequat e di sclosure of potential conflicts of interest by nenbers
of the council. Vacancies on the council shall be filled by

appointment in the sane manner as the original appointnents.

H B. No. 767 * HR40/ R575*
07/ HRAO/ R575
PAGE 2 (GnED)



63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93

(d) The Governor shall appoint fromthe nmenbership of
the council a chairperson to preside over neetings and vice
chairperson to preside in the absence of the chairperson or when
t he chairperson shall be excused. The council shall adopt
procedures governing the manner of conducting its business. A
majority of the nenbers shall constitute a quorumto do busi ness.

(e) Menbers of the council shall serve w thout
conpensation. At the direction of the chairman of the council and
contingent upon the availability of sufficient funds, each nenber
may receive reinbursenent for reasonabl e expenses, including
travel expenses in accordance with rates established pursuant to
Section 25-3-41, incurred in attendi ng neetings of the council.

(2) The council shall convene by Novenber 15, 1995.

(3) The Departnent of Environmental Quality shall provide
any technical, clerical and other support services and personnel
as the council may require in the performance of its functions.
The departnent shall adm nister any funds made avail able to the
council for its use and may at the request and on behal f of the
council, contract for services using any funds available to the
council. The departnent nmay provide supplies and office space as
required for the council's routine operations. The council shal
not enploy any permanent staff, rent or occupy independent office
space or otherwi se establish a full-tine office.

(4) In conducting its activities under Sections 51-3-101
t hrough 51-3-107, the council may elicit the support of and
participation by any state agency as nmay be necessary or
appropriate. All state agencies shall provide support or
participation as requested.

(5) The council may exercise those duties and powers
necessary to carry out the purposes of Sections 51-3-101 through

51- 3- 105, including, but not limted to, the follow ng functions:
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(a) Conduct, or cause to be conducted any studies,
anal yses or evaluations related to the state water nmanagenent
pl an.

(b) Apply and contract for and accept any grants,
public or private funds, gifts or proceeds in furtherance of the
activities of the council.

(c) Authorize the Executive Director of the Departnent
of Environnental Quality to enter into all contracts or execute
all instrunents, on behalf of the council, and do all acts
necessary, desirable or convenient to carry out any power
expressly granted to the council in this chapter.

(d) Expend or distribute any funds or assets inits
custody or under its control appropriate in carrying out the
pur poses of Sections 51-3-101 through 51-3-105.

SECTION 3. Section 51-3-105, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as foll ows:

51-3-105. (1) The council shall neet at |east sem annually
for the purpose of reviewing the inplenmentation of the state water
managenent plan and shal |

(a) Recommend any anmendnents necessary to update the
pl an; or

(b) Recommend that no anmendnents are necessary and the
reasons supporting the determ nation.

The review shall be conducted as the council determ nes
appropriate, and shall include the participation of the Departnent
of Environnental Quality; Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and
Par ks; M ssi ssippi Devel opnent Authority; Departnent of Marine
Resour ces; Departnent of Agriculture and Comrerce; Soil and Water
Conservation Comm ssion; the State Departnent of Health; and the
Forestry Commi ssion. Any joint water managenent district or other
regi onal organi zation that provides the duties of a joint water
managenment district shall be notified and may participate in this

review. Any interested person nay, upon witten application to
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the council, seek an anendnent to the state water nmanagenent plan.
The first review of the state water managenent plan shall be
conpl eted by January 1, 1999.

(2) (a) Before January 1 of each year, the council shal
submt to the Governor, the Conmm ssion on Environnental Quality,
the Senate Environnental Protection, Conservation and \Water
Resources Committee and the House Conservation and Water Resources
Commttee, a report on the status of the state's water resources.

(b) The report may contain recomendati ons regardi ng
the functions and prograns of each of the agencies with
wat er-rel ated prograns, including, but not limted to:

(i) Operations of each of these prograns;

(ii) Duplications or omssions in the prograns
and/ or m ssions of the agencies;

(ti1) Changes in the organi zational concepts,
institutions, |laws and managenent resources necessary to properly
regul ate and manage the state's water resources;

(iv) Methods to better coordinate activities of
the various local, state and federal agencies;

(v) Activities that do not conformwi th the state
wat er managenent pl an;

(vi) Methods or ways to increase the efficiency of
the state's managenent of its water resources; and

(vii) Oher actions that should be considered to
ensure the continued availability and quality of abundant surface
wat er and groundwat er necessary for the future growth and
envi ronment al enhancenent of the state.

SECTION 4. Section 51-3-106, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

51-3-106. Sections 51-3-101 through 51-3-105 shall stand
repeal ed after July 1, 2009.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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