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Repr esent ati ve Bounds To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 737

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-79-21, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO REVI SE THE NOTI FI CATI ON AND TREATMENT PROVI SI ONS FOR STUDENTS
VWHO HAVE HEAD LI CE TO ALSO | NCLUDE STUDENTS WHO HAVE LICE NI TS
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 41-79-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-79-21. |If a student in any public elenentary or secondary
school has had head lice or nits on three (3) occasions during one
(1) school year while attending school, or if the parent of the
student has been notified by school officials that the student has
had head lice or nits on three (3) occasions in one (1) school
year, as determ ned by the school nurse, public health nurse or a
physi ci an, the principal or adm nistrator shall notify the county
heal t h departnent of the recurring problemof head lice or nits
with that student. The county health departnent then shal
instruct the child' s parents or guardians on how to treat head
lice or nits, elimnate head lice or nits from household itens,
and prevent the recurrence of head lice or nits. The county
heal t h departnent shall charge the child's parents or guardians a
fee to recover its costs of providing treatnent and counseling for
the head lice or nits. The school principal or adm nistrator
shall not allowthe child to attend school until proof of

treatnment is obtained and the child is clear of lice or nits.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.
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