M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

Representatives Vince, Akins, Cunmm ngs, To: Ways and Means

Davis, Flemng, Frierson, G bbs, Gegory,
Ham [ ton (6th), Hudson, Jennings, Markham

Mbss,

Par ker, Robi nson (84th), Rogers (14th),

Rogers (61st), Rotenberry, Sullivan, Wods

© (00} ~ (o)} o hrWNPE

N N DN DN DD N MDD N DN P P P PP kPP P
o N o o0 M W N P O © 00 N oo o~ N -+, O

HOUSE BI LL NO. 736

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-19-56.5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO | NCREASE FROM ONE TO TWO THE NUMBER OF PEARL HARBOR SURVI VOR
DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAGS THAT A QUALI FI ED APPLI CANT
MAY BE | SSUED;, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 27-19-56.5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.5. (1) In recognition of the patriotic service
rendered by M ssissippians who survived the attack on Pearl Harbor
and by M ssi ssi ppians who are recipients of the Purple Heart
Medal , any such person is privileged to obtain two (2) distinctive
motor vehicle license plates or tags identifying himas a Pear
Har bor survivor or not nore than two (2) distinctive notor vehicle
license plates or tags identifying himas a Purple Heart Medal
recipient. The distinctive plates or tags shall be of a col or and
desi gn designated by the State Tax Commi ssi on.

(2) The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the
State Tax Commi ssion and shall be issued through the tax
collectors of the counties in the same manner as are other notor
vehicle license plates or tags. A tag fee of Fifteen Dollars
($15.00), in addition to all other taxes and fees, shall be
coll ected by the tax collector for the Pearl Harbor distinctive
tag. The first distinctive tag issued to Purple Heart Medal
reci pients under the provisions of this section shall be exenpt
fromad val oremtaxes, privilege taxes and all other taxes and
fees. There shall be no exenption fromad val oremt axes,
privilege taxes or other taxes and fees for the issuance of a

second distinctive tag to Purple Heart Medal recipients. However,
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t he surviving spouse of a deceased person who was issued a Purple
Heart Medal distinctive |icense plate or tag under this section
shall be entitled to apply for or retain one (1) such |license tag
and may continue annually to renew registration for such
distinctive notor vehicle license plate or tag for as long as the
spouse remains unmarried. At the tinme of application or renewal
registration, a surviving spouse who desires to retain such
distinctive plate or tag shall file with the county tax collector
a sworn statenent that the spouse is unmarried, and any such
vehi cl e when so registered shall be exenpt from ad val oremt axes,
privilege taxes and all other taxes and fees. The tax collector
shall monthly forward the additional fee of Fifteen Dollars
($15.00) charged for issuance of a Pearl Harbor distinctive tag to
the State Tax Comm ssion which shall deposit such fee to the
credit of the State General Fund. An applicant for a distinctive
tag under this section shall present to the issuing official
either (a) witten proof that the applicant is an honorably
di scharged forner nenber of one (1) of the Armed Forces of the
United States and, while serving in the Arned Forces of the United
States, was present during the attack on the island of Gahu,
Territory of Hawaii, on Decenber 7, 1941, between the hours of
7:55 a.m and 9:45 a.m, Hawaii tinme, or (b) witten proof that
the applicant is a Purple Heart Medal recipient. The distinctive
license plates or tags so issued shall be used only upon a
personally or jointly owned private passenger vehicle (to include
station wagons, recreational notor vehicles and pickup trucks)
registered in the nane, or jointly in the name, of the person
maki ng application therefor, and when issued to such person shal
be used upon the vehicle for which issued in lieu of the standard
license plate or license tag normally issued for such vehicle.

(3) The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable
bet ween notor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a

vehicl e bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
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ot herwi se di spose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by
such owner and returned to the tax collector.

(4) A vehicle that displays a distinctive |license plate
i ssued under this section may park free of charge in any state
par ki ng space or state parking facility when the person to whom
the license plate was issued is operating or occupying the
vehi cl e.

(5) Any person evading or violating any of the provisions of
this section, or attenpting to secure benefits under this section
to which he is not entitled, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and,
upon conviction, shall be fined not | ess than One Thousand Dol | ars
($1,000.00) or inprisoned in the county jail for not |ess than six
(6) nonths, or both.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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