M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative Franks To: Judiciary A _
Apportionnent and El ections

HOUSE BI LL NO. 725

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 9-3-1, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 PROVIDE FOR FOUR SUPREME COURT DI STRI CTS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 9- 3-11,
3 MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE CHI EF JUSTI CE SHALL
4 BE ELECTED STATEW DE; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 23-15-977 AND 23-15-993,
5 M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, | N CONFORM TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. Section 9-3-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
8 anended as foll ows:
9 9-3-1. The state shall be divided into four (4) Suprene
10 Court districts, as follows, to wit:
11 The counties of Attala, Bolivar, Carroll, d aiborne, Coahonms,
12 Copi ah, Hi nds, Hol mes, Hunphreys, |ssaquena, Jefferson, * * *
13 Leake, Leflore, Madison, Mntgonery, Quitman, Sharkey, Sunflower,
14 Tall ahatchie, Tunica, Warren, Washi ngton and Yazoo shall
15 constitute the First District.
16 * ok
17 The counties of Alcorn, * * * Benton, Cal houn, * * *
18 Chickasaw, Choctaw, Cay, * * * DeSoto, G enada, |tawanba,
19 Lafayette, Lee, * * * Lowndes, Marshall, Mnroe, * * * Panol a,
20 Pontotoc, Prentiss, * * * Tate, Tippah, Tishom ngo, * * * Union,
21 \Webster, * * * and Yal obusha, shall constitute the Second
22 District.
23 The counties of Adans, Amte, Covington, Franklin, Jasper,
24 Jefferson Davis, Kenper, Lauderdale, Law ence, Lincoln, Neshoba,
25 Newt on, Noxubee, Cktibbeha, Pi ke, Rankin, Scott, Sinpson, Smth,
26 Wilthall, WIkinson and Wnston shall constitute the Third
27 District.
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The counties of O arke, Forrest, George, G eene, Hancock,

Harrison, Jackson, Jones, Lamar, Marion, Pearl River, Perry, Stone

and Wayne shall constitute the Fourth District.

SECTION 2. Section 9-3-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

9-3-11. The Chief Justice of the Suprenme Court shall be

el ected statewi de as provided in Section 23-15-993.

SECTION 3. Section 23-15-977, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-977. (1) Al candidates for judicial office as
defined in Section 23-15-975 of this subarticle shall file their
intent to be a candidate with the proper officials not |ater than
5:00 p.m on the first Friday after the first Monday in My prior
to the general election for judicial office and shall pay to the
proper officials the foll ow ng anounts:

(a) Candidates for Chief Justice of the Suprene Court,

Suprenme Court judge and Court of Appeals, the sumof Two Hundred
Dol I ars ($200. 00) .

(b) Candidates for circuit judge and chancellor, the
sum of One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00).

(c) Candidates for county judge and famly court judge,
the sumof Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).

(2) Candidates for judicial offices listed in paragraphs (a)
and (b) of subsection (1) of this section shall file their intent
to be a candidate with, and pay the proper assessnent made
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to, the State Board of
El ecti on Conmm ssi oners.

(3) Candidates for judicial offices listed in paragraph (c)
of subsection (1) of this section shall file their intent to be a
candidate with, and pay the proper assessnent nade pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section to, the circuit clerk of the proper
county. The circuit clerk shall notify the county comm ssioners

of election of all persons who have filed their intent to be a
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candidate with, and paid the proper assessnent to, such clerk.
Such notification shall occur wwthin two (2) business days and
shall contain all necessary information.

SECTION 4. Section 23-15-993, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

23-15-993. For the purpose of all elections, each of the
nine (9) judgeships of the Suprene Court shall be considered a
separate office. The two (2) offices in each of the four (4)
Suprene Court districts shall be designated Position Nunber 1 and
Posi tion Nunber 2, and in qualifying for office as a candidate for
any office of judge of the Suprenme Court each candi date shal

state the position nunber of the office to which he aspires and

the regular election ballots shall so indicate. The Chief Justice

shall be elected statewide and the office shall be a termthat

ends in January 2013. In Suprene Court District Nunber 1:

Posi tion Nunber 1 shall be that office for which the termends in
January 2009; and Position Nunber 2 shall be that office for which
the termends in January 2008. |In District Nunber 2: Position
Nunber 1 shall be that office for which the termends in January
2013; and Position Nunber 2 shall be that office for which the
termends in January 2010. In District Nunmber 3: Position Nunber
1 shall be that office for which the termends in January 2011;
and Position Nunmber 2 shall be that office for which the term ends

in January 2014. In District Nunber 4: Position Nunber 1 shal

be that office for which the termends in January 2015; and

Position Number 2 shall be that office for which the termends in

January 2012.

SECTION 5. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States

District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
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provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 6. Sections 5 through 10 of this act shall take
effect and be in force fromand after the date it is effectuated
under Section 5 of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and
extended. Sections 1 through 4 shall take effect and be in force
fromand after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the
Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anmended and extended, provided that
House Concurrent Resolution No. _ |, 2007 Regul ar Session, is

ratified by the electorate.
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