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Represent ati ves Franks, Holland To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 709

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-9-71, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE RI GHT OF THE PARENTS TO A HEARI NG ON THE SUSPENSI ON OR
DI SM SSAL OF A CH LD FROM SCHOOL; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-9-71, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-9-71. The superintendent of schools and the principal of
a school shall have the power to suspend a pupil for good cause,
i ncl udi ng m sconduct in the school or on school property, as
defined in Section 37-11-29, on the road to and from school, or at
any school -related activity or event, or for conduct occurring on
property other than school property or other than at a

school -rel ated activity or event when that conduct by a pupil, in

the determ nation of the superintendent or principal, renders that
pupil's presence in the classrooma disruption to the educati onal
envi ronment of the school or a detrinment to the best interest and
wel fare of the pupils and teacher of the class as a whole, or for
any reason for which the pupil mght be suspended, dism ssed or
expel l ed by the school board under state or federal |aw or any
rule, regulation or policy of the local school district. However,
that action of the superintendent or principal shall be subject to
review by and the approval or disapproval of the school board. |If
t he parent, guardi an or other person having custody of any

child * * * feels aggrieved by the suspension or dismssal of that

child for a period of nore than ten (10) days, then the parent,

guardi an or other person shall have the right to a due process

hearing on the suspension or dismissal. The parent or guardi an of
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the child shall be advised of this right to a hearing by the

appropriate superintendent or principal and the proper form shal

be provided for requesting such a hearing.

SECTI ON 2.

and after July 1,
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This act shall take effect and be in force from

2007.
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