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Representative Rotenberry To: Public Wilities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 684

AN ACT TO CREATE THE FLORAL TRANSACTI ON AND CONSUMER
PROTECTI ON ACT; TO DEFI NE CERTAI N TERMS; TO PROH BI T DECEPTI VE
BUSI NESS PRACTI CES; TO PROVI DE A CAUSE OF ACTI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR
THE APPLI CABI LI TY OF THI S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the

"Fl oral Transacti on and Consumer Protection Act."”

SECTION 2. The followi ng words and phrases when used in this

act shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless
the context clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "Directory assistance" neans the discl osure of
t el ephone nunber information in connection with an identified
t el ephone service subscriber by neans of a |ive operator or
aut omat ed servi ce.

(b) "Local telephone directory" neans a listing of
t el ephone nunbers that is distributed by a tel ephone conpany or
directory publisher to subscribers located in the |ocal exchanges
contained in the directory. The termshall also include directory
assi stance and el ectronic listings.

(c) "Local telephone nunber” means a tel ephone nunber
with a local exchange used by the provider of tel ephone service
for tel ephones physically located within the area covered by the
| ocal telephone directory in which the nunber is listed. The term
does not include |ong distance nunbers or 800-, 888- or
900- exchange nunbers listed in a | ocal tel ephone directory.

(d) "Supplier" neans a person that solicits tel ephone
orders for floral arrangenents whether or not the person deals

directly with a consuner.
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SECTION 3. It shall be considered a deceptive business

practice and unlawful for a supplier to msrepresent its
geographic location by listing a fictitious or assunmed busi ness
nane in a |local telephone directory if all of the follow ng apply:

(a) The listing fails to identify the locality and
state of the supplier's business.

(b) The calls to the |ocal tel ephone nunber are
routinely forwarded or otherw se transferred to a supplier's
busi ness location that is outside the calling area covered by the
| ocal telephone directory.

(c) The supplier's business location is located in a
county that is not contiguous to a county in the calling area
covered by the local tel ephone directory.

SECTION 4. A person may petition a court to enjoin the

conduct prohibited by Section 3 (relating to prohibited deceptive
busi ness practice). The court nmay inpose a civil fine of up to
Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00) per day until the supplier conplies
with the order to enjoin the prohibited conduct. The court may
award reasonable attorney's fees and costs to the person bringing
the action if the court finds that the violation was wi |l ful.

SECTION 5. (1) The provisions of this act shall apply to

tel ephone listings in a local tel ephone directory published or
updated for the calling area at |east ninety (90) days after the
effective date of this section

(2) The provisions of this act shall not apply to:

(a) An owner, or personnel of an owner, of any nmedi um
in which an advertisenent appears or through which an
advertisenment is dissem nated; or

(b) A publisher or distributor of a |ocal telephone
directory in which an advertisenent or |ocal tel ephone nunber
appears or through which the advertisenent or nunber is

di ssem nat ed.
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61 SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

62 and after its passage.
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