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Representatives C ark, Espy To: Universities and
Col | eges

HOUSE BI LL NO 641

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 75-76-34, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG AND PUBLI C
COMVUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLEGES TO OFFER GAM NG RELATED COURSES AND
TO PROVI DE THAT STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG AND PUBLI C
COMVUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLEGES OFFERI NG SUCH COURSES SHALL NOT BE
SUBJECT TO REGULATI ON BY THE M SSI SSI PPl GAM NG COMM SSI ON; TO
AMEND SECTI ONS 75-76-55, 37-101-13, 37-29-1 AND 37-29-63,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S
ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 75-76-34, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

75-76-34. (1) Except as otherwi se provided in this section,

the M ssissippi Gaming Comm ssion is authorized to regul ate al
schools or training institutions that teach or train gam ng
enpl oyees. * * * No such school shall be | ocated on publicly

owned property other than property under the jurisdiction of the

Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning or a

public conmunity or junior college. Except as authorized under

this section, no public school shall teach or train persons to be

gam ng enpl oyees. The ganming activities of schools or training

institutions regulated by the comr ssion and of state institutions

of higher |earning and public community and junior colleges shal

be deenmed to be | egal under the laws of the State of M ssissippi.
Any person desiring to operate a school or training institution

other than a state institution of higher |learning or community or

junior college must file a license application with the executive

director to be licensed by the comm ssion.
(2) The conmm ssion nay adopt regulations it deenms necessary

to regulate schools and training institutions other than state
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institutions of higher |earning and public comunity and j uni or

coll eges. These regul ations shall, without Iimting the general
powers of the conm ssion, include the follow ng:

(a) Prescribing the method and form of application
whi ch any applicant for a school or training institution nust
foll ow and conpl ete before consideration of his application by the
executive director or conm ssion.

(b) Prescribing the information to be furnished by the
applicant relating to his enpl oyees.

(c) Requiring fingerprinting of the applicant,
enpl oyees and students of the school or institution or other
met hods of identification and the forwarding of all fingerprints
taken pursuant to regulation of the Federal Bureau of
| nvesti gati on.

(d) Requiring any applicant to pay all or part of the
fees and costs of investigation of the applicant as may be
determ ned by the comm ssion.

(e) Prescribing the manner and nethod of collection and
paynment of fees and costs and issuance of |icenses to schools or
training institutions.

(f) Prescribing under what conditions a |licensee
aut hori zed by this section may be deened subject to revocation or
suspension of his license.

(g) Defining the curriculumof the school or training
institution, the ganes and devices permtted, the use of tokens
only for instruction purposes, and the nethod of operation of
ganes and devi ces.

(h) Requiring the applicant to submt its |ocation of
the school or training institution, which shall be at |east four
hundred (400) feet fromany church, school, kindergarten or
funeral hone. However, within an area zoned commercial or
busi ness, the m ni num di stance shall not be | ess than one hundred

(100) feet.
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(1) Requiring that all enployees and students of the
school or training institution be at |east twenty-one (21) years
of age and be a resident of the State of M ssissippi.

(j) Requiring all enployees and students of the school
or training institution to wear identification cards issued by the
comm ssion while on the prem ses of the school or training
institution.

(k) Requiring the comm ssion to investigate each
applicant, enployee and student and determ ne that the individual
does not fall within any one (1) of the follow ng categories:

(1) Is under indictnent for, or has been convicted
in any court of, a felony;

(i) Is a fugitive fromjustice;

(tii) Is an unlawful user of any controlled
substance, is addicted to any controll ed substance or al coholic
beverage, or is an habitual drunkard;

(tv) 1Is a nmental defective, has been commtted to
a nental institution, or has been voluntarily commtted to a
mental institution on nore than one (1) occasion;

(v) Has been discharged fromthe Arned Forces
under di shonorabl e conditions; or

(vi) Has been found at any tinme by the executive
director or conm ssion to have falsified any information.

(3) State institutions of higher learning may offer credited

courses specifically relating to gam ng nanagenent, incl udi ng, but

not limted to, courses that provide instruction in accounting,

hospitality, marketing, auditing, finance, procurenent, security

and regulatory requirenents in fulfillnment of a degree in general

busi ness managenent, hotel and notel nanagenent, food and beverage

managenent, gam ng managenent, accounting or crimnal justice.

State institutions of higher |learning are not subject to

regul ation by the comm ssion for the purposes of this subsection.
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(4) State institutions of higher |earning and public

comunity and junior colleges may offer courses related to casino

hospitality services, cage and count operations, and sl ot machine

mai nt enance. Sl ot machi ne nai ntenance trai ning nay be perfornmed

only on equi pnent approved by the conm ssion for training purposes

only. State institutions of higher |earning and public conmmunity

and junior colleges are not subject to regulation by the

comm ssion for the purposes of this subsection.

SECTION 2. Section 75-76-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

75-76-55. (1) Except as otherw se provided in Section

75-76-34, it is unlawful for any person, either as owner, | essee
or enpl oyee, whether for hire or not, either solely or in
conjunction with others, w thout having first procured and
thereafter maintaining in effect a state gam ng |icense:

(a) To deal, operate, carry on, conduct, maintain or
expose for play in the State of M ssissippi any ganbling gane,
including without Iimtation any gam ng device, slot machine, race
book, or sports pool;

(b) To provide or maintain any infornmation service the
primary purpose of which is to aid the placing or maki ng of wagers
on events of any kind; or

(c) To receive, directly or indirectly, any
conpensation or reward or any percentage or share of the noney or
property played, for keeping, running or carrying on any ganbling
ganme, including without limtation any slot machi ne, gam ng
devi ce, race book or sports pool.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in Section 75-76-34, it is

unl awful for any person knowingly to permt any ganbling gane,
including without Iimtation any slot machine, gam ng device, race
book or sports pool to be conducted, operated, dealt or carried on

in any house or building or other prem ses owned by him in whole
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or in part, by a person who is not |icensed pursuant to this
chapter or by his enpl oyee.

SECTION 3. Section 37-101-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-101-13. It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees of
State Institutions of Higher Learning to begin imediately a
conpr ehensi ve study of the role and scope of all of the various
institutions under its jurisdiction, including a detailed study of
the prograns of study, degrees and courses offered. Follow ng the
conpl etion of such study, the board shall make such adjustnents as
may be found to be necessary in the prograns of the various
institutions, to the end that the broadest possible educational
opportunities shall be offered to the citizens of this state

w t hout inefficient and needl ess duplication. Subject to the

provi sions of Section 75-76-34, the board shall, through such

officers of the board and through such procedures as it shall see
fit to establish, exercise continuing jurisdiction and control

over the establishment of new courses of study, new departnents
and new functions and activities in each institution so that the
grow h and devel opnent of the program of higher education in the
state shall proceed in an orderly and rational manner, inefficient
and needl ess duplication nay be avoi ded, and new expanded prograns
w Il be undertaken only as the sane nmay becone justified, based
upon objective criteria to be established by the board. In
carrying out the purposes of this section, particular attention
shall be given to the extension prograns of the various
institutions. The board, in conjunction with the chancellor and
presidents of the institutions of higher |earning, shall take such
steps as may be necessary to inprove and coordi nate such prograns
and shall exercise such direct control over the establishnent,
organi zation, operation and granting of credit for such prograns

as may be necessary to acconplish such purposes.

H B. No. 641 * HRO3/ R1008*
07/ HRO3/ RLO08
PAGE 5 (RKM LH)



160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192

SECTION 4. Section 37-29-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

37-29-1. (1) The creation, establishment, maintenance and
operation of community and junior colleges is authorized.
Community and junior colleges may admt students if they have
earned one (1) unit less than the nunber of units required for
hi gh school graduation established by State Board of Education
policy or have earned a General Education D ploma (GED) in courses
correlated to those of senior colleges or professional schools.

Subj ect to the provisions of Section 75-76-34, they shall offer

education and training preparatory for occupations such as
agriculture, industry, business, honenmeki ng and for other
occupations on the sem -professional and vocati onal -techni cal
level. They may offer courses and services to students regardl ess
of their previous educational attainnment or further academc

pl ans.

(2) The boards of trustees of the community and junior
college districts are authorized to establish a dual enroll nment
program under whi ch high school students neeting the requirenents
prescribed in this section may enroll at a community or junior
college while they are still attending high school and enrolled in
hi gh school courses. Students may be admtted to enroll in
comunity or junior college courses under the dual enroll nent
programif they neet the follow ng recommended adm ssi on
requi renents:

(a) Students nust have conpleted a m ni num of fourteen
(14) core high school units;

(b) Students nust have a 3.0 grade point average on a
4.0 scale, or better, on all high school courses, as docunented by
an official high school transcript; a honme-school ed student nust
submt a transcript prepared by a parent, guardian or custodi an
with a signed, sworn affidavit to nmeet the requirenent of this
par agraph; and
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(c) Students nust have an unconditional witten
recommendation fromtheir high school principal and/or guidance
counsel or. A hone-school ed student nust submt a parent, |egal
guardi an or custodian's witten recomendation to neet the
requi renent of this paragraph.

Students may be considered for the dual enroll nment program
who have not conpleted the m nimum of fourteen (14) core high
school units if they have a m ni num ACT conposite score of thirty
(30) or the equival ent SAT score, and have the required grade
poi nt average and recommendati ons prescri bed above.

Students admtted in the dual enrollnent program shall be
counted for adequate education program fundi ng purposes in the
average daily attendance of the public school district in which
they attend high school. Any additional transportation required
by a student to participate in the dual enrollnent program shal
be the responsibility of the parents or |egal guardi ans of the
student. Grades and college credits earned by students admtted
to the dual enroll nment program shall be recorded on the coll ege
transcript at the community or junior college where the student
attends classes. The transcript of such coll ege course work may
be rel eased to another institution or used for college graduation
requi renents only after the student has received his high schoo
di pl ona.

(3) The boards of trustees of the community and junior
college districts are authorized to establish an early adm ssion
program under whi ch applicants neeting all requirenments prescribed
in subsection (2)(a) through (c) and having a m ni nrum ACT
conposite score of twenty-six (26) or the equival ent SAT score may
be admtted as full-time college students if the principal or
gui dance counsell or of the student recomends in witing that it
is in the best educational interest of the student. Such
recommendation shall also state that the student's age will not

keep himfrom being a successful full-tine college student.
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Students admtted in the early adm ssion programshall not be
counted for adequate education program fundi ng purposes in the
average daily attendance of the school district in which they
reside, and transportation required by a student to participate in
the early adm ssion programshall be the responsibility of the
parents or |egal guardians of the student. G ades and coll ege
credits earned by students admtted to the early adm ssion program
shall be recorded on the college transcript at the community or
junior college where the student attends cl asses, and nmay be

rel eased to another institution or used for college graduation
requi renents only after the student has successfully conpl eted one
(1) full senmester of course work.

(4) The community and junior colleges shall provide, through
courses or other acceptable educational neasures, the general
education necessary to individuals and groups which will tend to
make t hem capable of |living satisfactory lives consistent with the
ideals of a denobcratic society.

SECTION 5. Section 37-29-63, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

37-29-63. (1) The president of any comunity/junior
col l ege, or such other person designated or authorized by the
board of trustees, shall have the power to recomrend to the board
of trustees all teachers to be enployed in the district.

(2) The president may renove or suspend any nenber of the
faculty subject to the approval of the trustees. He shall be the
general manager of all fiscal and adm nistrative affairs of the
district with full authority to select, direct, enploy and
di scharge any and all enpl oyees other than teachers; however, the
board may nake provisions and establish policies for |eave for
faculty nenbers and ot her key personnel.

(3) The president shall have the authority, subject to the

provi sions of Section 75-76-34 and Sections 37-29-1 through

37-29-273 and the approval of the trustees, to arrange and survey
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courses of study,

fi x schedul es, and establish and enforce rul es

and discipline for the governing of teachers and students. He

shall be the general custodian of the property of the district.

SECTI ON 6.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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