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Represent ati ve Upshaw To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 639

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 71-3-51, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REMOVE REVI EW OF WORKERS' COWMPENSATI ON CLAI MS BY CI RCU T COURTS
TO PROVI DE FOR DI RECT APPEAL TO THE M SSI SSI PPl SUPREME COURT FROM
THE WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON COWM SSI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 71-3-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

71-3-51. The final award of the conm ssion shall be
concl usive and binding unless either party to the controversy
shall, within thirty (30) days fromthe date of its filing in the
of fice of the conm ssion and notification to the parties, appeal

therefromto the Supreme Court of M ssissippi.

Such appeal may be taken by filing notice of appeal with the
comi ssi on, whereupon the comm ssion shall under its certificate

transmt to the Suprene Court all docunments and papers on file in

the matter, together with a transcript of the evidence, the
findings, and award, which shall thereupon becone the record of

t he cause. Appeals shall be considered only upon the record as
made before the conmm ssion. The Suprene Court shall always be
deened open for hearing of such appeals, the justices may hear the

same at ternmtine by panel or sitting en banc. The Suprene Court

shall review all questions of law and of fact. |f no prejudicial
error be found, the matter shall be affirned and remanded to the
commi ssion for enforcenment. |If prejudicial error be found, the
same shall be reversed and the Suprene Court shall enter such

j udgnment or award as the conmm ssion should have entered. * * *

No controversy shall be heard by the conm ssion or an award
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of conpensation nmade therein while the same matter is pending
either before a federal court or in any court in this state.

Any award of conpensation made by the comm ssion and appeal ed

to the Supreme Court shall bear the sanme interest and penalties as

do ot her judgnents awarded in the comm ssion hearing.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.
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