M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

Represent ati ve Baker (74th) Kgi Transportation; \Wys and
ans

HOUSE BI LL NO. 584

AN ACT TO CREATE A GRANT PROGRAM TO ASSI ST MUNI ClI PALI TIES I N
THE CONSTRUCTI ON, | MPROVEMENT AND MAI NTENANCE OF HI GHWAYS, ROADS
AND STREETS, | NCLUDI NG GRADE AND DRAI NAGE STRUCTURES AND DEVI CES
AND RELATED | NFRASTRUCTURE PRQJIECTS, W THI N AND UNDER THE
JURI SDI CT1 ON AND CONTRCL OF A MUNI Cl PALI TY; TO PROVI DE THAT THE
PROGRAM SHALL BE ADM NI STERED BY THE M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORI TY; TO REQUI RE CERTAI N | NFORVATI ON TO BE PROVI DED TO THE
M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY BY PROGRAM APPLI CANTS; TO
ESTABLI SH CERTAIN CRI TERI A THAT THE M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORI TY SHALL CONSI DER I N EVALUATI NG SUCH PROJECTS; TO CREATE A
SPECI AL FUND | N THE STATE TREASURY | NTO WH CH MONI ES APPROPRI ATED
BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OR OTHERW SE MADE AVAI LABLE FROM ANY OTHER
DESI GNATED SOURCE SHALL BE DEPCSI TED, TO PROVI DE THAT MONIES I N
THE SPECI AL FUND MAY BE DI STRI BUTED AS GRANTS TO APPLI CANTS
APPROVED BY THE M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY AND MAY BE
EXPENDED BY MUNI Cl PALI TI ES FOR THE PURPCSES AUTHORI ZED BY THI S
ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. For the purposes of this act, the follow ng words

shal |l have the nmeanings ascribed to themin this section unless
the context clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "MA" neans the M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority.

(b) "Municipality" neans any incorporated runicipality
within the state.

(c) "Project"™ means construction, reconstruction,
expansi on, inprovenent and/ or mai ntenance and repair of highways,
roads and streets (roadways) within and under the jurisdiction and
control of a rmunicipality, including attendant grade and drai nage
structures and devices, location of new and rel ocation of existing
utilities distribution lines and facilities, and rel ated roadway
infrastructure inprovenents. The term "project” also includes
pl anni ng, design and engi neering and the acquisition of real

property necessary to acconplish such inprovenents.
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SECTION 2. (1) The MDA shall establish a programto provide

grants to nmunicipalities fromthe special fund created under
Section 3 of this act. The governing authorities of a
muni ci pality desiring to participate in the grant program may
apply to the MDA for a grant under this act by submtting an
application to the MDA which shall include, at a m ni num

(a) A detailed description of the project, the project
| ocation and the purpose for which the project is proposed;

(b) An estimate of the total cost of the project and
t he anmount and source of all funds, if any, that the nmunicipality
has commtted or is willing to conmt to the project; and

(c) Such other information as the MDA may require.

(2) The MDA shall receive, evaluate and assess each
application submtted to it and, in determ ning whether to approve
an application, shall consider the following criteria:

(a) The popul ation density within the project area,

i ncludi ng past and future estimtes of popul ati on grow h;

(b) The traffic count and traffic congestion within the
proj ect area,;

(c) The condition of existing roadways, drainage and
infrastructure in the project area;

(d) The current and future potential for econom c,
residential, commercial, industrial and recreational growth and
devel opnent within and surroundi ng the corporate boundaries of the
muni ci pality, and the extent to which the proposed project may
have a favorabl e i npact upon such growth and devel opnent; and

(e) Any other criteria that the MDA considers rel evant.

SECTION 3. (1) There is created in the State Treasury a

special fund to be designated as the "Minicipal Street, Road and
H ghway Grant Program Fund," which shall consist of funds
appropriated or otherw se nade avail able by the Legislature in any
manner and funds from any ot her source designated for deposit into

the fund. Unexpended anobunts remaining in the fund at the end of
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a fiscal year shall not lapse into the State General Fund, and any
i nvestment earnings or interest earned on anounts in the fund
shal |l be deposited to the credit of the fund. Mnies in the fund
shall be used to make grants to nunicipalities to assist in them
in performng projects under this act.

(2) The MDA may use nonies in the fund to pay for the
servi ces of engineers, attorneys and such ot her advisors,
consultants and agents that the MDA determ nes are necessary to
review grant applications and to inplenment and adm ni ster the
program est abl i shed under this act.

SECTION 4. The MDA shall have all powers necessary to

i npl ement and adm ni ster the program established under this act,
and the MDA shall pronul gate rules and regul ati ons, in accordance
wWith the M ssissippi Adm nistrative Procedures Law, as may be
necessary for the inplenentation of this act.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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