M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Holland, Howel |, To: Public Health and Hunan
Perani ch, M Iles, Franks, Mntgonery, Perkins Servi ces

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 566

AN ACT TO CODI FY NEW SECTI ON 41-57-31, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO PROVI DE FOR THE | SSUANCE COF A " CERTI FI CATE OF BI RTH
RESULTI NG | N STI LLBI RTH'" BY THE BUREAU OF VI TAL STATI STICS OF THE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH UPON THE REQUEST OF A PARENT OF A
STI LLBORN CHI LD, TO PROVI DE THAT A PARENT MAY REQUEST THE | SSUANCE
OF TH S CERTI FI CATE W THOUT REGARD TO WHETHER THE DEATH OCCURRED
BEFORE OR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT; TO PROVI DE THAT
THE PERSON WHO | S REQUI RED TO FI LE A DEATH CERTI FI CATE SHALL
ADVI SE THE PARENT OR PARENTS OF A STILLBORN CH LD ABOQUT THE
10 AVAILABILITY OF TH S CERTI FI CATE AND HOW TO REQUEST THE | SSUANCE
11 OF THE CERTI FI CATE; TO PROVI DE THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
12 SHALL PRESCRI BE THE FORM AND CONTENT OF THE CERTI FI CATE AND
13 SPECI FY THE | NFORVATI ON NECESSARY TO PREPARE THE CERTI FI CATE; TO
14 AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH TO ADOPT ANY RULES OR
15 REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO ADM NI STER THI' S SECTI ON; AND FOR RELATED
16 PURPCSES.

17 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

18 SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section

19 41-57-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

20 41-57-31. (1) As used in this section, the followi ng terns
21 shall be defined as provided in this section, unless the context
22 otherw se requires:

23 (a) "Certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth"

24 means a birth certificate issued to record and nenorialize the

25 birth of a stillborn child.

26 (b) "Stillbirth" or "stillborn" neans an uni nt ended,
27 intrauterine fetal death occurring in this state after a

28 gestational age of not less than twenty (20) conpl eted weeks.

29 (2) For any stillborn child in this state, the Bureau of

30 Vital Statistics shall issue a certificate of birth resulting in
31 stillbirth upon the request of a parent named on the death

32 certificate, within sixty (60) days of the date of the request. A
33 parent may request the Bureau of Vital Statistics to issue a

34 certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth without regard to
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whet her the death occurred on, before, or after July 1, 2007, and
W thout regard to the date on which the death certificate was
i ssued.

(3) The person who is required to file a death certificate
under this chapter shall advise the parent or parents of a
stillborn child:

(a) That a parent may, but is not required to, request
the preparation of a certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth;

(b) That a parent nmay obtain a certificate of birth
resulting in stillbirth by contacting the Bureau of Vital
Statistics to request the certificate and paying the required fee;
and

(c) How a parent may contact the Bureau of Vital
Statistics to request a certificate of birth resulting in
stillbirth.

(4) A parent may provide a nanme for a stillborn child on the
request for a certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth. The
name of the stillborn child provided on or |ater added by
anendnent to the certificate shall be the sane nane as pl aced on
the original or anended death certificate. |If the requesting
parent does not wish to provide a nane, the Bureau of Vita
Statistics shall fill in the certificate with the nane "baby boy"
or "baby girl" and the | ast nane of the parent.

(5 Not later than Septenber 1, 2007, the State Depart nent
of Health shall prescribe the formand content of a certificate of
birth resulting in stillbirth and shall specify the information
necessary to prepare the certificate. |In addition to any other
information required to be on the certificate, the certificate
shal | incl ude:

(a) The date of the stillbirth;
(b) The county in which the stillbirth occurred,;
(c) The state file nunber of the correspondi ng death

certificate; and
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(d) The followng statenment: "This certificate is not
proof of live birth."

(6) Upon issuance of a certificate of birth resulting in
stillbirth to a parent, the Bureau of Vital Statistics shall file
an exact copy of the certificate with the local registrar of the
registration district in which the stillbirth occurred. The | ocal
registrar shall file the certificate of birth resulting in
stillbirth wwth the death certificate.

(7) The Bureau of Vital Statistics may not use a certificate
of birth resulting in stillbirth to calculate live birth
statistics.

(8 The State Board of Health may adopt any rules or
regul ati ons necessary to admnister this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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