M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

Represent ati ve Rotenberry To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 542

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT THE M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL PERFORM CERTAI N PROJIECTS ON AND ALONG THAT
PART OF U. S. H GWAY 49 FROM U. S. H GHWAY 90 TO U. S. H GHWAY 80 AS
MAY BE NECESSARY TO UPGRADE SUCH H GHVWAY TO THE SAME OR SIM LAR
STANDARDS FOR DESI GN AND CONSTRUCTI ON THAT ARE REQUI RED FOR THOSE
H GHWAYS | NCLUDED W THI N THE FOUR- LANE H GHWAY PROGRAM TO CREATE
A SPECI AL FUND I N THE STATE TREASURY TO BE KNOMW AS THE " H GHWAY
49 | MPROVEMENTS FUND, * AND TO PROVI DE THAT MONI ES I N THE SPECI AL
FUND MAY BE USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYI NG EXPENSES RELATED TO
THE PRQIECTS AUTHORI ZED BY THI S ACT; TO AVMVEND SECTI ON 75-76-129,

M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT UNTIL JULY 1, 2014, A
PORTI ON OF THE STATE' S SHARE OF TAXES, FEES AND PENALTI ES
COLLECTED BY THE STATE TAX COWM SSI ON UNDER THE M SSI SSI PPI GAM NG
CONTROL ACT SHALL BE DEPGCSI TED | NTO THE H GHWMWAY 49 | MPROVEMENTS
FUND, AND THAT THEREAFTER SUCH PORTI ON SHALL BE DEPOSI TED | NTO THE
STATE H GHWAY FUND FOR USE | N THE MAI NTENANCE AND UPKEEP OF STATE
H GAWAYS; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The M ssissippi Departnent of

Transportation, subject to the availability of funds, shal

perform such projects for the construction and reconstruction to
that part of U S. H ghway 49 that runs between U S. H ghway 90 and
U.S. Hi ghway 80 as may be necessary to upgrade such highway to the
same or simlar standards for design and construction that are
required for those four-Ilane highways and four-I|ane hi ghway
segnents provided for under Section 65-3-97. Such projects may

i nclude, but are not limted to, geonetric, vertical and

hori zontal alignment changes in the roadway; inprovenents to

exi sting intersections; w dening of shoul ders; replacenent of
bridges; relocating existing | anes and addi ng | anes; providing
access control; constructing frontage roads; providing turn | anes;
and creating additional interchanges. The departnent nay acquire
such right-of-way as may be necessary for performance of the

proj ects.
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(2) Funds for the projects authorized under subsection (1)
of this section shall be provided from nonies deposited into and
credited to the H ghway 49 | nprovenents Fund created in Section 2
of House Bill No. _ , 2007 Regul ar Sessi on.

(3) (a) The Departnent of Transportation shall submt a
report to the Legislature by January 10 of each year setting forth
the current status of the projects prescribed in subsection (1) of
this section, which report shall include:

(i) The specific projects upon which engineering
is being performed or has been conpl et ed;

(i11) The specific projects for which right-of-way
has been acquired or is being acquired,

(ti1) The specific projects for which construction
contracts have been |et;

(tv) The specific projects upon which construction
IS in progress;

(v) The specific projects upon which construction
has been conpl et ed;

(vi) Projections for conpletion of the next step
on each project;

(vii) For each fiscal year, beginning wwth fisca
year 2008, a detailed cash flow projection by source of program
activities and an estimate of when or if a funding shortage wl|l
be encountered due to costs exceeding original projections;

(viii) A schedule of all conplete and
open-to-traffic highway projects and the related total cost of
each project;

(ix) A conplete recap of all programreceipts by
source, and of all disbursenents for the prior fiscal year and
cunul ative totals since the inception of the program as conpared

to projections; and
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(x) A statenent fromthe Departnent of
Transportation regarding the status of the funding of the program
based on agency cost experience and projections for the future.
(b) The report shall be deened submtted when ten (10)

copies are received by the Cerk of the House of Representatives
and ten (10) copies are received by the Secretary of the Senate.

(4) The Transportati on Comm ssion shall give notice in sone
newspaper or newspapers having a general circulation throughout
the counties in which any project is proposed under this section
for the purpose of conducting hearings fromtine to tine and
recei ving comments and suggestions from nenbers of the public
regardi ng such i nprovenents or nodifications to roadway design
engi neering or traffic control that nmay be needed to increase
safety and reduce highway accidents and fatalities.

SECTION 2. (1) There is created in the State Treasury a

special fund to be designated as the "H ghway 49 | nprovenents
Fund."” The fund shall consist of such nonies as are required to
be deposited into the fund under the provisions of Section

75-76- 129, and such other nonies fromany ot her source as the
Legislature nay direct. Mnies in the fund may be expended, upon
| egi sl ative appropriation, for the sole purpose of defraying the
expenses of the M ssissippi Transportation Conmm ssion and the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation for the planning, design,
engi neering, construction, reconstruction and ot her expenses
incurred by the Transportati on Conm ssion and the Departnent of
Transportation for the projects designated in Section 1 of House
Bill No.__, 2007 Regul ar Sessi on.

(2) Unexpended anmounts remaining in the special fund at the
end of a fiscal year shall not |apse into the State General Fund,
and any interest earned on amounts in the special fund shall be
deposited to the credit of the special fund.

SECTION 3. Section 75-76-129, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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[ Through June 30, 2014, this section shall read as follows:]

75-76-129. On or before the last day of each nonth al
taxes, fees, interest, penalties, damages, fines or other nonies
collected by the State Tax Comm ssion during that nonth under the
provi sions of this chapter, wth the exception of (a) the |ocal
governnment fees inposed under Section 75-76-195, * * * (b) an
amount equal to Three MIlion Dollars ($3,000,000.00) of the
revenue collected pursuant to the fee i nposed under Section

75-76-177(1)(c), and (c) Two MIIlion Eighty-three Thousand Three

Hundred Thirty-three Dollars and Thirty-three Cents

(%$2,083,333.33), shall be paid by the State Tax Commi ssion to the

State Treasurer to be deposited into the State General Fund. The
| ocal governnent fees shall be distributed by the State Tax

Comm ssi on pursuant to Section 75-76-197. An anount equal to
Three MIlion Dollars ($3,000,000.00) of the revenue collected
during that nonth pursuant to the fee inposed under Section
75-76-177(1)(c) shall be deposited by the State Tax Comm ssion
into the bond sinking fund created in Section 65-39-3. An anount

equal to Two MIlion Eighty-three Thousand Three Hundred

Thirty-three Dollars and Thirty-three Cents ($2, 083, 333.33), shal

be deposited by the State Tax Comm ssion into the H ghway 49

| nprovenents Fund created under Section 2 of House Bill No. ,

2007 Regul ar Sessi on.

[ From and after July 1, 2014, and through June 30, 2022, this

section shall read as follows:]

75-76-129. On or before the |ast day of each nonth al

taxes, fees, interest, penalties, damges, fines or other nonies

collected by the State Tax Comm ssion during that nonth under the

provisions of this chapter, wth the exception of (a) the | ocal

governnment fees inposed under Section 75-76-195, (b) an anount

equal to Three MIlion Dollars ($3,000,000.00) of the revenue

coll ected pursuant to the fee i nposed under Section

75-76-177(1)(c), and (c) Two MIIlion Eighty-three Thousand Three
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Hundred Thirty-three Dollars and Thirty-three Cents

($2,083,333.33), shall be paid by the State Tax Conmmi ssion to the

State Treasurer to be deposited into the State General Fund. The

| ocal governnent fees shall be distributed by the State Tax

Comm ssi on pursuant to Section 75-76-197. An anmount equal to

Three MIlion Dollars ($3,000,000.00) of the revenue collected

during that nonth pursuant to the fee inposed under Section

75-76-177(1)(c) shall be deposited by the State Tax Conmi ssion

into the bond sinking fund created in Section 65-39-3. An anount

equal to Two MIlion Eighty-three Thousand Three Hundred

Thirty-three Dollars and Thirty-three Cents ($2, 083, 333. 33) shal

be deposited by the State Tax Comm ssion into the State H ghway

Fund and may be expended, upon |egislative appropriation, only for

mai nt enance and upkeep of hi ghways on the state hi ghway system

[Fromand after July 1, 2022, this section shall read as
foll ows: |

75-76-129. On or before the |ast day of each nonth, al
taxes, fees, interest, penalties, damages, fines or other nonies
collected by the State Tax Comm ssion during that nonth under the
provisions of this chapter, with the exception of (a) the | ocal

governnment fees inposed under Section 75-76-195, and (b) Two

MI1lion Eighty-three Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-three Doll ars

and Thirty-three Cents (%$2,083,333.33), shall be paid by the State

Tax Comm ssion to the State Treasurer to be deposited into the
State CGeneral Fund. The |ocal governnent fees shall be
distributed by the State Tax Conmm ssion pursuant to Section

75-76-197. The Two MIlion Ei ghty-three Thousand Three Hundred

Thirty-three Dollars and Thirty-three Cents ($2, 083, 333. 33) shal

be deposited by the State Tax Comm ssion into the State H ghway

Fund and may be expended, upon |egislative appropriation, only for

mai nt enance and upkeep of hi ghways on the state hi ghway system

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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