M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

Represent ati ves Mdss, Cunm ngs To: Apportionnment and
El ections

HOUSE BI LL NO. 534

AN ACT TO CREATE THE "EARLY VOII NG ACT"; TO PROVI DE THAT A
QUALI FI ED ELECTOR MAY VOTE EARLY IN THE OFFI CE OF THE REGQ STRAR OR
A LOCATI ON DESI GNATED BY THE REG STRAR NOT' MORE THAN 22 DAYS NOR
LESS THAN FI VE DAYS BEFORE THE DAY OF AN ELECTI ON; TO REQUI RE THAT
ALL EARLY VOTES SHALL BE CAST ON A VOTI NG MACHI NE, ELECTRONI C
VOTI NG SYSTEM OPTI CAL MARK READI NG EQUI PMENT OR DI RECT RECORDI NG
ELECTRONI C VOTI NG EQUI PMENT WHI CH SHALL COWVPLY W TH THE
SPECI FI CATI ONS PROVI DED BY LAW TO PROVI DE THAT QUALI FI ED ELECTORS
MAY VOTE BY AFFI DAVI T BALLOT DURI NG EARLY VOTI NG TO PROVI DE THAT
ALL ELECTI ON LAWS RELATI NG TO THE CONDUCT OF ELECTI ONS ON ELECTI ON
DAY THAT ARE APPLI CABLE AND NOT | NCONSI STENT W TH THE PROVI SI ONS
OF EARLY VOTI NG SHALL BE APPLI CABLE;, TO AMEND SECTI ONS 23-15- 653,
23-15-449 AND 23-15-463, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO
THE PRECEDI NG SECTI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the

"Early Voting Act."
SECTION 2. A qualified elector may vote early in the office

of the registrar or a |location designated by the registrar not
nore than twenty-two (22) days nor |less than five (5) days before
the day of an election. A qualified elector who desires to vote
early shall cone to the office of the registrar or a | ocation
designated by the registrar. No person shall utilize absentee
ballots to vote early w thout excuse.

SECTION 3. (1) Al early votes shall be cast on a voting

machi ne, electronic voting system optical mark readi ng equi pnent
or direct recording electronic voting equi pnent which shall conply
with the specifications provided by |aw

(2) The county election conm ssion shall place the names of
all candi dates for election on a voting machi ne, electronic voting
system optical nmark readi ng equi pnent or direct recording
el ectroni c voting equi pnent which shall conply with the

speci fications provided by | aw.
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(3) The county election comm ssioner shall secure the voting
machi ne, system or equi pnent used in early voting to prohibit
tanpering and shall al so provide maxi num security that allows no
ot her person, except for persons designated by the el ection
conmm ssion to have access to the roomor facility in which the
voting machi nes, ballots and other election equipnent are stored.

(4) No single direct recording electronic (DRE) voting
system may have nore than nine thousand nine hundred ni nety-nine
(9,999) voters using a single machine during the early voting
peri od.

(5) The Secretary of State shall pronulgate rules and
regul ations for use of authorized voting systens for early voting.

SECTION 4. In the event a qualified el ector appears to vote

but such person's nane does not appear upon the pollbook, is not
able to cast a regular election day ball ot under a provision of
state or federal law but is otherwse qualified to vote, or has
been illegally denied registration. Such person shall vote by
affidavit ballot. The registrar shall follow the procedure
established for affidavit ballot provided in Section 23-15-573.

SECTION 5. Any person voting early is entitled to the sane

assi stance during the early voting period that such person woul d
be entitled as otherw se provided by |aw on the day of election.

SECTION 6. The results of votes cast during early voting

shal | be announced sinultaneously with the votes cast on el ection
day.

SECTION 7. Each candidate shall have the sanme rights to be

present at voting |ocations and to challenge the qualifications of
any person offering to vote in the same manner as ot herw se
provi ded by | aw.

SECTION 8. The Secretary of State shall pronulgate rules and

regul ati ons necessary to effectuate the provisions of the "Early

Voting Act."
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SECTION 9. The provisions of the election lawrelating to

the conduct of elections on election day that are applicable and
not inconsistent wth the provisions of early voting shall be
appl i cabl e.

SECTI ON 10. Section 23-15-653, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-653. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this

section, all registrars' offices shall remain open until noon on
the two (2) Saturdays prior to each election.

(2) (a) On at least three (3) days during the early voting

period, the county registrars' offices shall remain open between

4:30 p.m and 8:00 p.m, and on at |east one (1) Saturday during

the sane period the office shall be open from8:00 a.m to 4:00

p.m The registrars' offices shall determ ne the appropriate

dates for both |late and regul ar hours.

(b) Notice of the office hours shall be given by the

county registrar not |less than twenty-five (25) days before the

day of election by publication in a newspaper of general

circul ation.

SECTI ON 11. Section 23-15-449, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

23-15-449. Al laws relating to elections nowin force in
this state shall apply to all elections under this chapter so far
as the sane may be applicable thereto, and so far as such
provi sions are not inconsistent with the provisions of this

chapter. Absentee ballots and early voting ballots shall be voted

as now provi ded by | aw

SECTI ON 12. Section 23-15-463, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-463. The board of supervisors of any county in the
State of M ssissippi and the governing authorities of any
municipality in the State of M ssissippi are hereby authorized and

enpowered, in their discretion, to purchase or rent voting devices
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and automatic tabul ati ng equi pnment used in an el ectronic voting
system whi ch neets the requirenents of Section 23-15-465, and nmay
use such systemin all or a part of the precincts wwthin its
boundaries, or in conbination with paper ballots in any el ection
or primary. It may enlarge, consolidate or alter the boundaries
of precincts where an electronic voting systemis used. The
provi sions of Sections 23-15-461 t hrough 23-15-485 shall be
controlling with respect to el ections where an el ectronic voting
systemis used, and shall be liberally construed so as to carry
out the purpose of this chapter. The provisions of the election
law relating to the conduct of elections with paper ballots,

i nsofar as they are applicable and not inconsistent with the
efficient conduct of elections with electronic voting systens,

shall apply. Absentee ballots and early voting ballots shall be

voted as now provi ded by | aw.

SECTI ON 13. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 14. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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