M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

© (00} ~ (o)} o hrWNPE

N N DD DD N MDD P PP PP PR, R
o 0o~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ N+, O

Representative Warren To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO 531

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-3-93, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
EXTEND THE REPEALER ON THE SCHOOL CRI SI' S MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
ADM NI STERED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO JULY 1, 2009;
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 37-3-93, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-3-93. (1) Subject to the availability of funding
specifically appropriated for such purpose, there is established a
School Crisis Managenent Program under the State Departnent of
Education. This programis to be initiated and executed by the
departnment using only existing staff and resources. Under this
program the State Departnent of Education shall create an office
maki ng avail abl e a qui ck response team of personnel trained in
school safety and crisis nanagenent to respond to traumatic or
violent situations that inpact students and faculty in the public
schools in Mssissippi. The School Crisis Managenent Program
shal | operate in accordance with the foll ow ng:

(a) The basic response team shall consist of those
personnel designated by the State Superintendent of Public
Education, or their designees, depending on the size of the school
and the nature of the event.

(b) In order to access the services of a response team
t he request nust be made by the | ocal school principal or the
superi ntendent of schools, who shall make the request to the State

Depart ment of Education or its contact designee.
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(c) A response teamshall enter a school to work with
students and faculty for a period of no nore than three (3) days,
unl ess otherw se requested by the school district.

(d) The State Departnent of Education, or its designee,
shal|l operate a toll-free incom ng wide area tel ephone service for
t he purpose of receiving reports of suspected cases of school
vi ol ence and other traunmatic situations inpacting on students and
faculty in the public schools.

(e) The request made by a school district to access the
services of a response teamfollow ng a school safety incident may
seek a review of the |local school district's safety plan, and the
results of this evaluation may be published by the | ocal school
board in a newspaper with wide circulation in the district.

(f) Subject to the availability of funds specifically
appropriated therefor by the Legislature, the expenses of the
qui ck response teans and their adm nistrative support shall be
provided fromstate funds. The State Departnent of Education may
apply for and expend funds for the support and mai ntenance of this
program from private and ot her fundi ng sources.

(2) Local school districts, school superintendents and
principals may request and utilize the services of quick response
teans provided for under this section; however, this section does
not require school officials to request the services of quick
response teans.

(3) This section shall be repealed on July 1, 2009.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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