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HOUSE BI LL NO. 524

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 7-1-29, 47-5-147, 69-29-203,
83-1-35, 99-3-35 AND 99-3-39, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE
THE MAXIMUM LIM T ON REWARDS FOR APPREHENDI NG CRI M NALS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 7-1-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

7-1-29. \Wenever the Governor shall be of opinion that the
public good requires it, he is authorized to offer, by
procl amation or in such other manner as he may deem advi sabl e,
such reward as he may think the nature of the case requires * * *
for the apprehension and arrest of any person who has conmtted
any atrocious offense against the crimnal laws, to be paid in no
instance until the offender is delivered to the civil authority of
the county where the of fense was comritted, and confined in jail
or adnmtted to bail; or the reward may be conditioned to be paid
only upon conviction.

SECTION 2. Section 47-5-147, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-147. \Wien an of fender escapes fromthe custody of the
departnment, the comm ssioner shall inmediately notify the Governor
who shal |l have exclusive power to authorize the paynment of a
reward, in his discretion, * * * out of any noney available in the
State Treasury not ot herw se appropriated, for the arrest and
delivery of such offender to the proper authorities.

SECTION 3. Section 69-29-203, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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69-29-203. When the theft of any livestock or poultry shal
be reported to the sheriff of the county where the theft occurred,
it shall be the duty of the sheriff to nmake pronpt and diligent
effort to arrest the thief or thieves. At the same tinme, it shal
be the duty of the president of the association to assist the
sheriff in the capture of the thief or thieves by posting or
publishing the standing reward offered by the association for
information leading to arrest and conviction of the said thief or
thi eves, but in case of a theft of poultry no such reward shall be
of fered by the association where the value of the poultry stolen
woul d amount to a m sdeneanor only. \Wen additional assistance
may be needed to bring those guilty of the theft of any |ivestock
or poultry to justice, the president of the association, or in his
absence or disability, three (3) or nore directors of the
association may, in their discretion, notify the Governor and
request his assistance. Wen the Governor shall receive such
request it shall then be his duty to offer such reward as he may
deem proper for arrest and conviction of the said thief or
thieves, or for information |leading to the arrest and
conviction * * *  |n case it is inpossible to break up |ivestock
and poultry thefts w thout enploynent of detectives, then the
Governor may, in his discretion, enploy a reliable detective to
assist the sheriff and the association in any county. The reward
to be offered by the Governor and the expense of detectives shal
be paid out of the Governor's contingent fund.

SECTION 4. Section 83-1-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

83-1-35. The Conm ssioner of Insurance is hereby authorized,
in his discretion, to offer a reward * * * for information | eading
to the apprehension, indictnment and conviction of any person,
persons or organi zati on of persons responsible for the wllful
destruction by fire or explosion of any real or personal property

|l ocated within this state.
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The Conm ssioner of Insurance is further directed to have
suitable reward notices printed and posted in conspi cuous pl aces,
and to utilize such other news nmedia or informational materials as
necessary to encourage those with information to cone forward.

The reward nonies paid, if any, as well as the cost of
printing and distribution of reward notices and ot her news nedia
or informational materials, shall be paid fromprem umtaxes under
Sections 27-15-103 and 27-15-109. However, the Conm ssioner of
I nsurance shall keep a separate account of all nonies disbursed
under the provisions of this section and shall include the sane in
hi s annual report.

SECTION 5. Section 99-3-35, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

99-3-35. A person who shall arrest anyone who kills another
and is fleeing, or attenpting to flee, before arrest, and shal
deliver himup for trial, shall be entitled to a reward out of the
treasury of the county in which the hom cide occurred, upon the
al l omance of the circuit court and the board of supervisors of the
county in the manner provided by |aw

SECTION 6. Section 99-3-39, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

99-3-39. (1) Boards of supervisors of the various counties
of this state and the governing authorities of the nunicipalities,
may either separately or in conjunction with each other, within
their discretion, offer nonetary rewards, the anount of which
shall be fixed by the aforesaid governing authorities, within
their discretion, for information | eading to the apprehensi on of
any person subsequently convicted of any crinme or m sdenmeanor
commtted within this state; information regarding the whereabouts
of m ssing persons; the ascertaining or divulging of any
i nformati on necessary or hel pful for the governing or the
tranquility of any nunicipality or county of this state or for any

i ke purpose, * * * provided * * * that said reward shall not be
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paid to any | aw enforcenent officer or any enpl oyee of the
governing authority offering such reward or any nenber of the
i medi ate famly of either.

(2) The aforesaid rewards nmay be paid fromthe general fund
of the respective counties or nunicipalities.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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