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HOUSE BI LL NO 522

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 13-5-25, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE PERSONAL EXEMPTI ON FROM JURY SERVI CE DUE TO AGE; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 13-5-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

[Until January 1, 2008, this section shall read as follows:]

13-5-25. Every citizen over seventy (70) years of age, and

everyone who has served on the regular panel as a juror in the
actual trial of one or nore litigated cases within tw (2) years,
shall be exenpt fromservice if he clainms the privilege; but the
|atter class shall serve as tal esnen, and on special venire, and
on the regular panel, if there be a deficiency of jurors. No
qualified juror shall be excluded because of any such reasons, but
the sane shall be a personal privilege to be clainmed by any person

selected for jury duty. Any citizen over seventy (70) years of

age may claimthis personal privilege outside of open court by
providing the clerk of court with information that allows the

clerk to deternmine the validity of the claim Such citizens over

seventy (70) years of age may claimthis privilege for life. |If

the privilege is clained for life, a jury sumons for any future

trials shall not be issued to such person claimng the privil ege.

Provi ded, however, that no person who has served on the
regul ar panel as a juror in the actual trial of one or nore
litigated cases in one (1) court may claimthe exenption in any

ot her court where he nmay be called to serve.
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[ From and after January 1, 2008, this section shall read as
foll ows: |

13-5-25. Every citizen over seventy (70) years of age, and

everyone who has served on the regular panel as a juror in the
actual trial of one or nore litigated cases within tw (2) years,
shall be exenpt fromservice if he clainms the privilege. No
qualified juror shall be excluded because of any such reasons, but
the sanme shall be a personal privilege to be clainmed by any person

selected for jury duty. Any citizen over seventy (70) years of

age may claimthis personal privilege outside of open court by
providing the clerk of court with information that allows the

clerk to determne the validity of the claim Such citizens over

seventy (70) years of age may claimthis privilege for life. |If

the privilege is clainmed for life, a jury sunmons for any future

trials shall not be issued to such person claimng the privilege.

Provi ded, however, that no person who has served on the
regul ar panel as a juror in the actual trial of one or nore
litigated cases in one (1) court may claimthe exenption in any
ot her court where he may be called to serve.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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