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Representative Ward To: WIldlife, Fisheries and
Par ks

HOUSE BI LL NO. 514

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-1-15, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE M NI MUM QUALI FI CATI ONS OF PERSONS WHO MAY BE APPO NTED
AS CONSERVATI ON OFFI CERS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES
AND PARKS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCOSE

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. Section 49-1-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
49-1-15. (1) Al appointnents of conservation officers
shal |l be under rul es adopted and pronul gated by the comn ssion.
No person shall be appointed fromand after July 1, 2007, unless
he nmeets the follow ng requirenents:
(a) |Is at least twenty-one (21) years of age; and
(b) (i) Has successfully conpleted sixty-four (64)

senmester hours at an accredited conmunity college or university;

(ii) has an associate degree froman accredited comunity college;

(iii1) has passed the Law Enforcenent Acadeny and has at |east five

(5) years experience in |aw enforcenent; or (iv) has a m ni num of

three and one-half (3-1/2) years of mlitary service.

(2) Each applicant, prior to entering into performance of
his duties, at the expense of the departnent, shall attend and
conpl ete an appropriate curriculumin the field of |aw enforcenent
at the M ssissippi Law Enforcenment O ficers' Training Academny or
ot her training acadenmy whose curriculumconplies with requirenents
of the Board on Law Enforcenent O ficer Standards and Trai ning.
Conservation officers shall, on a periodic basis, be required to
successfully conpl ete additional advanced courses in | aw
enforcenment in order that they will be properly inproved and

trained in the nodern, technical advances of | aw enforcenent.
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29 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
30 and after July 1, 2007.
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