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Representati ve Brown To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 497

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-11-61, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO DELETE THE REPEALER ON THE REQUI REMENT THAT LOCAL SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS PROVI DE PARENTS W TH | NFORVATI ON ABOUT MENI NGOCOCCAL
DI SEASE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 37-11-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-11-61. (1) Local school boards shall ensure that al
public schools and agricul tural high schools provide parents and
guardians with information about meni ngococcal di sease and the
ef fectiveness of vaccination agai nst nmeni ngococcal disease. Such
i nformati on may be provided through the school district Wb site,
student handbook or other appropriate nmeans of di ssem nation of
information. Such information shall be updated annually if new
informati on on such disease is available. This information shal
i ncl ude the causes, synptons and nmeans by whi ch meni ngococcal
di sease i s spread and the places where parents and guardi ans may
obtain additional information and vaccinations for their children.
Not hing in this section shall be construed to require a |ocal
school board or school to provide or purchase vacci ne agai nst
meni ngococcal di sease.

(2) The State Board of Health shall devel op and nmake
avai |l abl e educational materials appropriate for distribution so
that the information required by this section can be provided to
parents and guardi ans. The Departnment of Health nmay provide this
information, at its discretion, electronically, onits Wb site.

Not hing in this section shall be construed to require the
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Department of Health to provide or

meni ngococcal di sease.

* * %

SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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