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Represent ati ve Fl aggs To: Gami ng

HOUSE BI LL NO. 478

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT THE GOVERNOR MAY REPRESENT THE STATE
I N NEGOTI ATI NG GAM NG COVPACTS BETWEEN THE STATE AND | NDI AN
TRI BES, SUBJECT TO LEGQ SLATI VE APPROVAL OF ANY GAM NG COMPACT; TO
REQUI RE THAT SUCH GAM NG COVPACTS CONTAI N CERTAIN PROVI SI ONS; TO
CREATE THE JO NT LEG SLATI VE COW TTEE ON STATE- TRI BAL GAM NG
COMPACTS; TO SET FORTH THE COWVPOSI TI ON AND DUTI ES OF THE JO NT
COMWM TTEE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 7-1-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, IN
CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SS| PPI :

SECTION 1. (1) The negotiation process for conpacts with

federally recogni zed Indian tribes for conducting Cass |11

gam ng, as defined in the Indian Gam ng Regul atory Act, 25 USCS
Section 2701 et seq., on federal Indian |ands is governed by this
section.

(2) The Governor, or his designee, nmay represent the State
of M ssissippi in any gam ng negotiations the state is requested
to participate in under 25 USCS Section 2701 et seq., subject to
| egi sl ative approval as described in this subsection.

(a) Wen a tentative agreenent with an Indian tribe on
a proposed conpact is reached, the Governor shall transmt a copy
of the proposed conpact to the Joint Legislative Conmttee on
State-Tribal Gami ng Conpacts created in Section 2 of this act.
The conmittee shall review the proposed conpact and, within thirty
(30) days, nmke reconmendations as to approval, rejection or
nodi fication of the proposed conpact.

(b) If the committee recommends nodification of a
proposed conpact subnmtted by the Governor, the Governor or his
desi gnee may resume negotiations in accordance with the

committee's reconmended nodifications, and the nodified proposed
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conpact shall be submtted to the commttee in the sanme manner as
the original proposed conpact.

(3) A gam ng conpact negotiated on behalf of the state under
this section shall contain:

(a) A provision recognizing the right of each party to
the conpact to request that the conpact be renegotiated or
replaced by a new conpact, including the right of the M ssissipp
State Legislature by concurrent resolution to request
renegotiation or replacenent of the conpact, and a provision
setting forth the terns under which the renegotiation of an
exi sting conpact, or the negotiation of a new conpact, nay be
request ed.

(b) A provision that the duration of the conpact shal
be limted to a period of seven (7) years, except as otherw se
provi ded in paragraph (c) of this subsection.

(c) A provision that, in the event of a request for the
renegotiation of an existing conpact or the negotiation of a new
conpact, the existing conpact will remain in effect until
renegoti ated or repl aced.

SECTION 2. (1) There is created the Joint Legislative

Commttee on State-Tribal Gam ng Conpacts. The commttee shal
have the foll ow ng powers and duti es:

(a) To oversee and approve gam ng conpacts and
agreenents between the state of M ssissippi and any federally
recogni zed Indian tribe that seeks to conduct Class IIl gam ng, as
defined in the Indian Gam ng Regul atory Act, 25 USCS Section 2701
et seq., on federal Indian lands within the state.

(b) To neet regularly with the State Gam ng Conm ssion
to conpare and anal yze the benefits to the state of gam ng
activities conducted pursuant to a state-tribal gam ng conpact and
the state benefits of other state-regul ated gam ng activities

within the state.
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(c) To recommend such legislation as it considers
necessary in performng its functions.

(d) To take such other action as may be necessary or
convenient in relation to gam ng conpacts as described in
paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(2) The commttee shall be conposed of the Chairman of the
Gam ng Conm ttee of the House of Representatives, the Chairman of
the Finance Comnmttee of the M ssissippi State Senate, four (4)
menbers of the House of Representatives to be naned by the Speaker
of the House, and four (4) nenbers of the Senate to be naned by
t he Li eutenant Governor.

(3) The chairmanship of the conmttee shall alternate for
twenty-four-nonth periods, beginning on May 1, 2007, between the
Chai rman of the Gaming Commttee of the House of Representatives
and the Chairman of the Finance Commttee of the M ssissippi State
Senate, with the Chairman of the House Gam ng Committee serving as
the first chairman and the Chairman of the Senate Fi nance
Comm ttee serving as the first vice chairman.

(4) There shall be no business transacted, including
adoption of rules of procedure, w thout the presence of a quorum
of the commttee. A quorumshall be six (6) nenbers, to consist
of three (3) nenbers of the House of Representatives and three (3)
menbers of the Senate. No action shall be valid unless approved
by the majority of those nenbers present and voting, entered upon
the mnutes of the commttee and signed by the chairman and vice
chairman. The conmttee nmay neet at any tinme and at any place on
the call of the chairman.

(5 In addition to their legislative salaries as provided by
| aw, the nmenbers of the commttee shall receive per diem
conpensation as authorized by law for their services in carrying
out the duties of the commttee, and in addition thereto, shal
receive a daily expense all owance equal to the maxi num daily

expense rate all owable to enpl oyees of the federal governnent for
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travel in the high rate geographical area of Jackson, M ssissippi,
as may be established by federal regulations, including mleage as
aut hori zed by Section 25-3-41. However, in no case shall the
menbers of the commttee receive per diem conpensation for
attendi ng neetings conducted while the Legislature is in regular
or extraordi nary session.

(6) The Directors of the House and Senate Legislative
Services Ofices shall assist the conmttee with regard to
staffing the commttee, and shall appoint one (1) attorney from
each of their respective offices to serve as cocounsel for the
committee.

(7) Upon the request of the conmttee, the Attorney General
shal |l provide | egal assistance or representation to the commttee
regarding any matter within the jurisdiction of the commttee,

i ncluding bringing suits on behalf of the conmttee and
representing the commttee in any suits brought against the
committee.

SECTION 3. Section 7-1-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

7-1-13. The Governor shall transact all the business of the
state, civil and mlitary, with the United States governnent or
with any other state or territory, except in cases otherw se

specially provided by law, including as otherw se provided in

Section 1 of this act with regard to gam ng conpacts between the

state and a federally recognized Indian tribe.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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