M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Dedeaux, Buck, Evans, To: Public Health and Human
Fredericks, |shee, Janus, Palazzo, Patterson, Services; Universities and
Per ani ch, Sinpson, Upshaw Col | eges

HOUSE BI LL NO. 475

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM ADM NI STERED BY THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG FOR
FAM LY PROTECTI ON WORKERS WHO ARE EMPLOYED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
HUMAN SERVI CES TO OBTAI N THE COLLEGE EDUCATI ON NECESSARY TO BECOVE
LI CENSED AS SOCI AL WORKERS AND BECOVE FAM LY PROTECTI ON
SPECI ALI STS FOR THE DEPARTMENT; TO PROVI DE THAT ANY PERSON VWHO
RECEI VES A SCHOLARSH P UNDER THE PROCGRAM OBTAI NS A COLLEGE DEGREE
NECESSARY TO BECOME LI CENSED AS A SOCI AL WORKER AND RECEI VES SUCH
A LI CENSE, SHALL RENDER SERVI CE AS A FAM LY PROTECTI ON SPECI ALI ST
10 FOR THE DEPARTMENT FOR A PERI GD OF NOT LESS THAN THREE YEARS FROM
11 THE DATE THAT THE PERSON BECAME A FAM LY PROTECTI ON SPECI ALI ST; TO
12 PROVI DE THAT ANY PERSON WHO RECEI VES A SCHOLARSHI P UNDER THE
13 PROGRAM WHO FAILS TO COVPLETE A PROGRAM OF STUDY NECESSARY TO
14 BECOMVE LI CENSED AS A SCCI AL WORKER, AND ANY PERSON WHO RECEI VES A
15 SCHOLARSHI P UNDER THE PROGRAM WHO FAILS TO COVWPLETE H S OR HER
16 SERVICE OBLI GATION AS A FAM LY PROTECTI ON SPECI ALI ST FOR THE
17 DEPARTMENT FOR NOT LESS THAN THREE YEARS, SHALL BECOVE LI ABLE
18 | MMEDI ATELY TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR THE SUM OF ALL
19 SCHOLARSH P AWARDS RECEI VED, PLUS | NTEREST; AND FOR RELATED
20 PURPOSES.

21 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

22 SECTION 1. (1) There is established a schol arship program

23 to encourage famly protection workers enpl oyed by the Departnent
24 of Human Services to obtain the college education necessary to
25 becone licensed as a social worker, master social worker or

26 certified social worker and becone a fam |y protection speciali st
27 for the departnent.

28 (2) Any person who is enployed as a fam |y protection worker
29 for the Departnment of Human Services shall be eligible for a

30 financial scholarship fromthe Board of Trustees of State

31 Institutions of Hi gher Learning, which shall be used to pay the
32 costs of the person's education at a state institution of higher
33 learning in Mssissippi to obtain a college degree that is

34 necessary to becone licensed as a social worker, master soci al

35 worker or certified social worker and becone a famly protection

36 specialist for the departnment. The annual anount of a schol arship
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award under the program shall be equal to the total cost for
tuition, roomand neals, books, nmaterials and fees at the coll ege
or university in which the student is enrolled, not to exceed an
anount equal to the highest total cost of tuition, roomand neals,
books, materials and fees assessed by a state institution of

hi gher | earning during that school year.

(3) Schol arship awards nmade under the program shall be
available to both full-tinme and part-tinme students. Students
enrolling on a full-tinme basis may receive a maxi mumof two (2)
annual awards. The maxi nrum nunber of schol arshi p awards that may
be made to students attendi ng school on a part-tine basis, and the
maxi mumtime period for part-tine students to conplete the nunber
of academ c hours necessary to obtain the necessary degree, shal
be established by rules and regul ations of the Board of Trustees
of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning. Schol arships under the
program shall not be based upon an applicant's eligibility for
financial aid. A student nust nmaintain a "B" average or higher in
his or her college coursework in order to continue receiving the
schol ar shi p.

(4) After a person who received a schol arship under the
program has obtai ned a coll ege degree that is necessary to becone
Iicensed as a social worker, master social worker or certified
soci al worker and has received such a license fromthe Board of
Exam ners for Social Wrkers and Marriage and Fam |y Therapi sts,
the person shall render service as a famly protection speciali st
for the Department of Human Services for a period of not |ess than
three (3) years fromthe date that the person becane a famly
protection specialist.

(5) Any person who receives a schol arshi p under the program
who fails to conplete a programof study that is necessary to
becone |icensed as a social worker, master social worker or
certified social worker shall becone liable imediately to the

Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning for the
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sum of all scholarship awards made to that person, plus interest
accruing at the current Stafford Loan rate at the tine the person
di scontinues his or her participation in the program Any person
who fails to conplete his or her service obligation as a famly
protection specialist for the Departnent of Human Services for not
| ess than three (3) years, as required under subsection (4) of
this section, shall becone liable inmediately to the board for the
sum of all schol arship awards nmade to that person, plus interest
accruing at the current Stafford Loan rate at the tine the person
di scontinues his or her service. |If a claimfor paynent under
this subsection is placed in the hands of an attorney for
collection, the obligor shall be liable for an additional anount
equal to a reasonable attorney's fee.

(6) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning shall pronulgate rules and regul ati ons necessary for the
proper adm nistration of the schol arshi p program established under
this section. The board shall be the adm nistering agency of the
program

(7) If insufficient funds are available to fully fund
schol arship awards to all eligible students, the Board of Trustees
of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning shall nmake the awards to
first-tinme students on a first-cone, first-served basis; however
priority consideration shall be given to persons previously
recei ving awards under the program

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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necessary to beconme social worker.



