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Represent ati ve Moore To: Apportionnment and
El ecti ons

HOUSE BI LL NO. 456

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-753, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO | NCREASE THE PENALTY FOR VOTE FRAUD | N VOTI NG BY ABSENTEE
BALLOT; TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-889, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
| NCREASE THE PENALTY FOR A PERSON SELLI NG OR OFFERI NG TO SELL HI S
VOTE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-753, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-753. (1) Any person who willfully, unlawfully and
fel oni ously procures, seeks to procure, or seeks to influence the
vote of any person voting by absentee ballot, by the paynent of
noney, the prom se of paynment of noney, or by the delivery of any
other itemof value or promse to give the voter any item of
val ue, or by prom sing or giving the voter any favor or reward in
an effort to influence his vote, or any person who aids, abets,
assi sts, encourages, hel ps, or causes any person voting an
absentee ballot to violate any provision of |law pertaining to
absent ee voting, or any person who sells his vote for noney,
favor, or reward, has been paid or prom sed noney, a reward, a
favor or favors, or any other item of value, or any person who
shall willfully swear falsely to any affidavit provided for in
Sections 23-15-621 through 23-15-735, shall be guilty of the crine
of "vote fraud" and, upon conviction, shall be sentenced to pay a

fine of Fifty Thousand Dol lars ($50,000.00) and sentenced to the

custody of the Departnent of Corrections for not |ess than five

(5) years nor nore than ten (10) years.
(2) It shall be unlawful for any person who pays or

conpensat es anot her person for assisting voters in nmarking their
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absentee ballots to base the pay or conpensation on the nunber of
absentee voters assisted or the nunber of absentee ballots cast by
persons who have received the assistance. Any person who viol ates
this section, upon conviction shall, be fined not |ess than One
Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000. 00) nor nore than Five Thousand Dol | ars
($5,000.00), or inprisoned in the Penitentiary not |ess than one
(1) year nor nore than five (5) years, or both.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-889, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-889. It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or
offer to sell his vote and it shall be |ikew se unlawful for any
person to offer noney or anything of substantial value to anyone
for his vote. Anyone violating the provisions of this section

shall be guilty of a felony and upon conviction shall be fined

Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000.00) and shall be sentenced to the

custody of the Departnent of Corrections for not |ess than five

(5) years nor nore than ten (10) years.

SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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