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Represent ati ve Mal one To: Corrections

HOUSE BI LL NO. 436

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-103, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS TO HOUSE ANY
CLASSI FI CATI ON OF OFFENDERS AT ANY PRI VATE PRI SON; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 47-5-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-103. (1) The classification hearing officer shall be
responsi bl e for assigning a classification to each of fender within
forty (40) days after the offender's comrtnent to the custody of
the departnent. The classification shall determ ne the offender's
work duties, living quarters, educational, vocational or other
rehabilitation progranms, and privileges to be accorded the
of fender while in custody of the departnment. The classification
hearing officer, in assigning classifications, shall consider the
of fender's age, offense and surroundi ng circunstances, the
conplete record of the offender's crimnal history, including
records of |aw enforcenent agencies or of a youth court regarding
that offender's juvenile crimnal history, fam |y background,
education, practical or enploynent experience, interests and
abilities as evidenced by nmental and psychol ogi cal exam nation and
knowl edge obtained by the classification hearing officer in
personal interview with the offender. The classification hearing
of ficer shall use the above criteria to assign each offender a
classification which will serve and enhance the best interests and
general welfare of the offender. The designee or designees of the
comi ssi oner shall approve or disapprove each classification. The

classification hearing officer shall provide the State Parole
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Board with a copy of the classification assigned to each of fender
in the custody of the department who is eligible for parole. Any

custody of offender nmay be housed at any private prison.

(2) The classification board, consisting of the
comm ssioner, or his designee, deputy conm ssioner of institutions
and the director of offender services may change an action of the
classification or disciplinary hearing officer if the board makes
a determnation that the action of the hearing officer was not
supported by sufficient factual information. The conmm ssioner, in
energency situations, nmay suspend the classification of an
of fender or offenders for a period of not exceeding fifteen (15)
days to relieve the energency situation. The classification of
each offender may be reviewed by a classification hearing officer
at | east once each year. 1In no case shall an offender serve as a
servant in the honme of any enpl oyee other than authorized by the
conmi ssi oner.

(3) The classification board shall establish substantive and
procedural rules and regul ati ons governing the assignnent and
alteration of inmate classifications, and shall nmake such rul es
and regul ati ons avail able to any of fender upon request.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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