M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Stringer, Nicholson, To: Wldlife, Fisheries and
Bounds, Stapl es, Robi nson (84th) Par ks

HOUSE BI LL NO. 423
(As Sent to Governor)

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE COWM SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND
2 PARKS TO REGULATE THE FEEDI NG OF W LD ANl MALS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE

3 COW SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS TO ALLOW THE TAKI NG OF
4 DEER BY USE OF FEED;, TO AUTHORI ZE THE COWM SSI ON ON W LDLI FE,

5 FISHERI ES AND PARKS TO ESTABLI SH DEER MANAGEMENT ZONES; TO

6 ESTABLI SH ANTLER RESTRI CTI ONS W THI N SUCH ZONES; TO REQUI RE THE

7 DEPARTMENT OF W LDLIFE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS TO STUDY AND REPORT ON
8 ANY BAI TI NG PROGRAM AUTHORI ZED BY THE COWM SSI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR

9 THE REPEAL OF SUCH AUTHORI TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

10 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
11 SECTION 1. (1) (a) The Commission on Wldlife, Fisheries
12 and Parks nmay establish deer nmanagenent zones within the state.

13 (b) The conm ssion nay establish antler restrictions

14 within the zones for the proper managenent of antlered deer.

15 (2) The antler restrictions in Sections 49-7-31 and 49-7-41
16 shall not apply to those zones with antler restrictions

17 established by the conmm ssion.

18 (3) |If the conm ssion establishes deer nanagenent zones or
19 establishes antler restrictions, the departnent shall study and

20 analyze all relevant data and shall file annual progress reports
21 with the Legislature. The departnment shall file a final report on
22 the effectiveness of the programw th recomendati ons on the

23 continuation of such restrictions.

24 (4) This section shall repeal on July 1, 2010.

25 SECTION 2. (1) (a) The Commission on Wldlife, Fisheries
26 and Parks shall regulate the feeding of wild animals and gane

27 birds outside of wildlife enclosures and shall have plenary

28 authority in matters related to such feeding of wild aninals and
29 gane birds.
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(b) The authority to regul ate feeding shall not apply
to planted food plots and natural habitat managenent.

(c) The authority to regul ate feeding under this
section shall not apply to wildlife enclosures.

(2) The conm ssion may take any action it deens necessary
and may use its energency powers to prevent, control or eradicate
di sease resulting fromthe feeding of wild animals and gane birds.

(3) Awviolation of this section or any regulation of the
conmm ssion pronul gated to prevent, control or eradicate disease is
a Cass Il violation and is punishable as provided in Section
49-7-143.

SECTION 3. (1) (a) The Commission on Wldlife, Fisheries

and Parks may allow the taking of deer with the aid of bait and
may place any conditions or restrictions on such taking.

(b) The Comm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks may
establish a zone or zones of contiguous counties for the
managenment and inpl enentation of a programto allow the taking of
deer with the aid of bait.

(c) The comm ssion may all ow the taking of deer with
the aid of bait on private |ands only.

(2) The conmm ssion may take any action it deenms necessary
and use its energency powers to prevent the introduction of
di sease, to control disease, to eradicate di sease, and to nanage
the taking of deer with the aid of bait.

(3) (a) |If the conmssion allows the taking of deer with
the aid of bait, the Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks
shall study and analyze all relevant data and issues with regard
to the taking of deer with the aid of bait program including, but
not limted to, the inpact that the program has upon the health
and density of deer populations and other wildlife, its effect on
surroundi ng habitat, the effectiveness of wildlife |aw
enforcenment, the extent to which hunters who participate in the

program are successful in harvesting deer and are supportive of
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the program the perception of the program by the general public,
and the extent to which the program has a favorable inpact on
econom ¢ devel opnent and tourism

(b) The departnent shall file annual progress reports
with the Legislature. The departnent shall file a final report
W th recomrendations on the feasibility of continuing the taking
of deer with the aid of bait.

(4) A violation of this section or any regulation of the

conmmi ssi on pronul gated under this section shall be punishable by a

fine of Five Hundred Doll ars ($500.00).

(5) This section shall repeal July 1, 2010.

SECTION 4. Section 49-7-33, M ssissippi Code of 1972, as
anmended by House Bill No. 911, 2007 Regul ar Session, is anmended as
fol | ows:

49-7-33. (1) It is unlawful to hunt, trap or kill any wld
bird or wwld animal of any kind with the aid of bait, recordings
of bird or animal calls, or electrically anplified imtations of
calls of any kind, except a person:

(a) My use electrically anplified sound devices for
hunti ng crow,

(b) My use liquid scents for any aninmal or bird;

(c) My use lures for trapping fur-bearing ani mals,
according to regul ati ons adopted by the comm ssion;

(d) My take nuisance animals as provided in Section
49-7-31.5; and

(e) My take deer with the aid of bait if the

comm ssion allows the use of bait as provided under Section 3 of

House Bill No. 423, 2007 Regul ar Session. This paragraph shal

repeal on July 1, 2010.

(2) The commssion, inits discretion, nmay relax the
restrictions regarding the use of lures or sound devices if a

condition arises or exists, as decided by the State Board of
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Heal th or county

board of health, that may endanger persons or

livestock in a certain comunity, county or area.

SECTI ON 5.

and after July 1,
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This act shall take effect and be in force from

2007.

*HR40/ R1030SG*

ST: Deer hunting; create pilot programin
certain counties allow ng hunting over grain.



