M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Stringer, Nicholson, To: WIldlife, Fisheries and
Bounds, Staples, Robinson (84th) Par ks
HOUSE BI LL NO. 423
(As Passed t he House)

1 AN ACT TO DI RECT THE COW SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND

2 PARKS TO ESTABLI SH A PI LOT PRQJECT ALLOW NG THE HUNTI NG OF DEER

3 OVER GRAIN OR SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD I N AM TE, CHOCTAW CLARKE, COPI AH,

4 FORREST, GEORCGE, GREENE, HANCOCK, HARRI SON, JACKSON, JASPER,

5 JEFFERSON DAVI S, JONES, KEMPER, LAMAR, LAUDERDALE, LAWRENCE,

6 LINCOLN, MARI ON, NESHOBA, NEWION, PEARL RI VER, PERRY, PIKE, SCOIT,

7 SMTH, STONE, WALTHALL, WAYNE, WEBSTER AND W LKI NSON COUNTI ES; TO

8 REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS TO FI LE A

9 REPORT OF I TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMMENDATI ONS W TH THE CHAI RVAN OF
10 THE HOUSE W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS COW TTEE AND THE CHAI RVAN
11 OF THE SENATE W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS COW TTEE AND TO

12 INCLUDE IN ITS REPORT | TS RECOMVENDATI ON AS TO THE FEASI BI LI TY OF
13 ESTABLI SHING THE PI LOT PRQIECT ON A STATEW DE BASIS; TO AMEND

14  SECTI ON 49-7-33, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972; TO PRESCRI BE A PENALTY
15 FOR HUNTI NG DEER OVER GRAI N EXCEPT AS AUTHORI ZED BY THI' S ACT; AND
16 FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

17 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
18 SECTION 1. The Conmi ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks
19 shall establish a pilot project allow ng the hunting of deer over
20 grain or supplenental food. The project shall be limted to

21 Amite, Cal houn, Choctaw, C arke, Copiah, Forrest, George, G eene,
22 Hancock, Harrison, |tawanba, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson Davis,

23 Jones, Kenper, Lanmar, Lauderdal e, Law ence, Lincoln, Marion,

24 Monroe, Neshoba, Newton, Pearl River, Perry, Pike, Pontotoc

25 Scott, Smith, Stone, Tippah, Walthall, Wayne, Webster, W]I ki nson,
26 and Wnston Counties shall be nmanaged and conducted strictly in
27 accordance with such rules and regul ati ons as the conm ssion nmay
28 establish. The commi ssion may require a person desiring to

29 participate in the pilot project to obtain a permit for such

30 privilege but may not charge or collect a fee for such permt.

31 The conmi ssion shall have the Departnment of Wldlife, Fisheries
32 and Parks study and anal yze all relevant data and issues with

33 regard to the project, including, but not limted to, the inpact
34 that the project has upon the health and density of deer
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popul ations and other wildlife, its effect on surroundi ng habitat,
the effectiveness of wldlife |aw enforcenent, the extent to which
hunters who participate in the project are successful in
harvesting deer and are supportive of the project, the perception
of the project by the general public, and the extent to which the
project has a favorable inpact on econom c devel opnent and
tourism

On or before the first day of the 2008 Regul ar Session of the
Legi slature, the departnent shall file a report of its findings
and recomendati ons concerning the pilot project with the Chairman
of the House Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks Commttee and the
Chai rman of the Senate Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks Committee.
The departnent shall include in its report its recommendation as
to the feasibility of establishing the pilot project on a
st at ewi de basis.

SECTION 2. Section 49-7-33, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-7-33. (1) It is unlawful to hunt, trap or kill any wld
bird or wwld animal of any kind with the aid of bait, recordings
of bird or animal calls, or electrically anplified imtations of
calls of any kind, except a person:

(a) My use electrically anplified sound devices for
hunti ng coyote and crow,

(b) My use liquid scents for any aninmal or bird; and

(c) May use lures for trapping furbearing animals,
beaver, coyote, fox and nutria according to regul ati ons adopted by
t he conm ssi on.

(2) The comm ssion, inits discretion, may relax the
restrictions regarding the use of lures or sound devices if a
condition arises or exists, as decided by the State Board of
Heal th or county board of health, that may endanger persons or

livestock in a certain conmunity, county or area.
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(3) A person may use bait to trap wild hogs as defined in
Section 49-7-140 during the period between the end of Spring
turkey season and the begi nning of deer season with bow and arrow.

(4) Any person who violates this section and does not have

the permt provided in Section 1 of this act conmts a m sdeneanor

puni shable as a Class Ill violation as provided under Section

49-7-101.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007, and shall stand repealed on July 1, 2011.
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