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Representati ve Fl em ng To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO 413

AN ACT TO CREATE THE SCHOOL TESTI NG RI GHT TO KNOW ACT FOR THE
PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG POLI CYMAKERS AND THE PUBLI C W TH ACCURATE
| NFORVATI ON W TH WHI CH TO MAKE FUTURE DECI SI ONS ABOQUT THE
DI RECTI ON OF EDUCATI ON POLI CY I N THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl ; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act shall be known as the "School Testing

Ri ght to Know Act."
SECTION 2. The Legislature finds that:

(a) The federal No Child Left Behind Act ains to
dramatically increase the use and inportance of primary and
secondary school standardi zed tests.

(b) Standardized test scores do not assess accurately
t he causes of |ow student achievenment but often distract attention
from maj or causes of | ow acadeni c performance such as poverty and
the | ack of resources available to neet |owincone students
needs.

(c) Wen standardi zed test scores are released to the
public, policymakers, parents and taxpayers have the right to know
all relevant data relating to these scores.

SECTION 3. This act is intended to insure that information

provi ded to policynakers and the public which will be used to nake
future decisions about the direction of education policy in the
State of M ssissippi is detailed and accurate.

SECTION 4. No agency, departnent, institution or political

subdi vi sion of the state or any other governnmental entity within
the state nay rel ease any school - by-school or district-by-district

listing of primary or secondary school standardi zed test scores to

H B. No. 413 *HRO7/ R734* Gl/ 2
07/ HRO7/ R734
PAGE 1 (RKM HS)



29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

the public w thout sinultaneously listing the follow ng
information for the same schools or districts:

(a) Percentage of students who qualify for free or
reduced- price neals;

(b) Student nobility rate (the neasure of students who
enter or |eave a school during the school vyear);

(c) Per-student expenditure by school, not including
district-w de adm nistrative costs;

(d) Average class size;

(e) The percentage of students entering a school after
G ade 3 whose skills are assessed at bel ow basic upon entering the
school ; and

(f) The percentage of students who qualify for special
educati on services.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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