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Represent ati ves Zuber, Stringer To: Apportionnment and
El ections

HOUSE BI LL NO. 404

AN ACT TO PROHI BI T A CANDI DATE FROM USI NG ANY CAMPAI GN
CONTRI BUTI ON RECEI VED BY SUCH CANDI DATE FROM ANY SOURCE FOR ANY
PERSONAL PURPOSE OR FOR ANY REASON UNRELATED TO THE CANDI DATE' S
CAMPAI GN TO SEEK ELECTI ON OR REELECTI ON TO AN OFFI CE; TO REQUI RE
THAT A CANDI DATE THAT |'S NOT DECLARED DULY ELECTED SHALL TURN OVER
SURPLUS CAMPAI GN FUNDS; TO REQUI RE A CANDI DATE THAT | S DECLARED
DULY ELECTED FOR THE OFFI CE FOR VWH CH THE CANDI DATE WAS ON THE
BALLOT SHALL DEPOSI T ALL SURPLUS CONTRI BUTI ONS | N AN ACCOUNT
SEPARATE FROM ANY PERSONAL ACCOUNTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
23-15-802, M ssi ssippi Code of 1972:

23-15-802. No candi date may use any canpai gn contri bution

recei ved by such candidate from any source for any personal
purpose or for any reason unrelated to the candidate's canpaign to
seek election or reelection to an office. A candidate who uses
canpai gn contributions to fulfill any commtment, obligation or
expense that woul d exist regardl ess of the candidate's canpaign
shall be deened to have taken canpaign contributions for a
personal purpose. For purposes of this section, "surplus
contributions" means any canpai gn contributions remaining after
paynent of all canpai gn expenditures.

(a) Wthin thirty (30) days followi ng the end of the
nonth in which an election is held, a candidate that is not
declared duly elected shall turn over surplus canpaign funds to
either: (i) canpaign contributors on a prorated basis, (ii) a
nonprofit organi zati on which is exenpt fromtaxation under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or (iii) an organized
political party of the candidate's choice. However, no candi date

is required to distribute to a canpaign contributor an anount that
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exceeds the anount of the contribution made by such contributor to
t he candi dat e.

(b) A candidate that is declared duly elected for the
office for which the candidate was on the ballot shall deposit al
surplus contributions in an account separate from any personal
accounts. The surplus contributions shall only be used by such
candidate to seek reelection or election to another office.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, immed ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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