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Representati ve Chism To: Insurance

HOUSE BI LL NO 361

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 83-17-253, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO REVI SE THE M NI MUM NUMBER OF CREDI T HOURS OF VWH CH EDUCATI ONAL
PROGRAMS MUST CONSI ST I N ORDER TO BE CONSI DERED TOMARDS
SATI SFACTI ON OF PRELI CENSI NG AND CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON REQUI REMENTS
FOR | NSURANCE AGENTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 83-17-253, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

83-17-253. (1) To qualify for credit towards satisfaction
of the requirenents of this section, an educational program nust
be a formal program of |earning which contributes directly to the
pr of essi onal conpetence of the |icensee and such program nmust neet
the standards outlined herein for continuing educational prograns.
The subj ect of each course nmust be approved for the |ines of
i nsurance for which the licensee is granted educational credit.

(2) Formal prograns requiring attendance or self-study may
be considered for credit if:

(a) A detailed outline is prepared and presented to the
Depart ment of |nsurance for approval

(b) The programis at |east one (1) credit hour in
| ength, which each fifty-m nute period being equal to one (1)
credit hour;

(c) The programis conducted by a qualified instructor;

(d) A record of registration and attendance is
mai ntai ned for a period of five (5) years and is available to the
Depart ment of |nsurance for review, and

(e) If programis self-study, the agent nust pass an

exam
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(3) Continuing educational credit shall be allowed for
service as an instructor of certified prograns at any program for
whi ch participants are eligible to receive continuing educational
credit. Credit for such service shall be awarded on the first
presentation only unless a program has been substantially revised.

(4) The course nust be directly related to life, health and
acci dent insurance or property and casualty insurance. A business
course of general nature, insurance marketing or sal es course
shal | not be approved.

(5) The courses or progranms of instruction successfully
conpl eted which shall neet the standards of the Comm ssioner of
| nsurance for continuing educational requirenents for the year in
whi ch the course is taken are:

(a) Any part of the Life Underwiter Training Counse
Life Course Curriculumor Health Course;

(b) Any part of the Anmerican College "CLU ChFC, "
"RHU- REBC' di ploma or certificate curricul um

(c) Any part of the Insurance Institute of America's
pr ogr ans;

(d) Any course as approved by the Departnment of
| nsurance for property and casualty insurance agents; and

(e) Any designated insurance course taught by an
accredited college or university per credit hour granted.

(6) The comm ssioner specifically reserves the right to
approve or disapprove credit for continuing education clained
under this section.

(7) The Comm ssioner of Insurance may require any original
publ i sher or provider to submt all material to be used in his or
her programto the Departnment of Insurance or his designee for
revi ew

(8 Al providers shall nmaintain a record of persons
attendi ng each course for not less than five (5) years and shal

provide certificates of conpletion with hours earned to students
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upon their successful conpletion of each course. The certificate
shal |l bear the course identification nunber as assigned by the
Comm ssi oner of Insurance or his designee.
(9) The Comm ssioner of Insurance may, in his discretion,
desi gnat e an i ndependent eval uation educational service to
eval uate and adm ni ster education prograns, subject to his
direction and approval. The evaluation fee charged by such
educational service shall be paid by the applicant to the service.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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