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Representative Martinson To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 330

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-13-10, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO REQUI RE PUBLI C SCHOOLS TO TEACH READI NG SKI LLS TO STUDENTS | N
GRADES 1 THROUGH 3 FOR NO LESS THAN THREE HOURS EACH DAY; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. Section 37-13-10, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
37-13-10. (1) The State Board of Education shall devel op
and i npl ement a Reading Sufficiency Programof Instruction * * *
designed to enabl e each student to acquire the appropriate grade
| evel of reading skills. In order to inplenent the Reading
Sufficiency Program of Instruction, each |ocal school board shal
devel op a reading sufficiency plan for its school district which
may include the foll ow ng conponents:
(a) Sufficient additional in-school instructional tine
for the devel opnent of readi ng and conprehension skills of the
st udent;
(b) Readiness intervention programs, such as
ki ndergarten prograns, extended school day or school year
progranms, and programinitiatives to reduce cl ass size;
(c) Uilization of research-based teaching
nmet hodol ogi es or strategies for providing direct instruction in
phoni cs, vocabul ary and conprehensi on devel opnent, i ncl udi ng
systematic, intensive, explicit phonics, using decodabl e
vocabul ary-control l ed texts (texts in which ninety-five percent
(95% of the words are decodable), as is determ ned appropriate by

the State Board of Education; and

H B. No. 330 * HRO3/ R384* Gl/ 2
07/ HRO3/ R384
PAGE 1 (RKM LH)



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

(d) Professional devel opnent for assistant teachers,
teachers and adm nistrators to assist students in inplenenting the
readi ng sufficiency program

(2) Pursuant to appropriation by the Legislature
specifically for such purpose, the State Departnent of Education
shal |l provide in-service training, conputer software and certified
readi ng instructor personnel for training |ocal school district
Iicensed personnel to assist students in inplenmenting the reading
sufficiency programrequired under this section.

(3) The State Board of Education, * * * on January 1 of
each * * * year, shall prepare a report on the inplenentation of
the readi ng sufficiency programin each school district as
requi red under this section, which shall include an assessnent of
the acquisition of reading skills by each student for the
appropriate grade level in which the student is enroll ed.

(4) The school board of each school district shall require

all students in Gades 1 through 3 to be taught reading skills no

| ess than three (3) hours each day.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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