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Represent ati ve Mayo To: Mlitary Affairs; Public
Heal t h and Human Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO 319

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR SCREENI NG OF MEMBERS OF THE UNI TED
STATES ARMED FORCES WHO SERVED | N CERTAI N AREAS AND WHO MAY HAVE
BEEN EXPCSED TO DEPLETED URANI UM DURI NG THAT SERVI CE; TO REQUI RE
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE M SSI SSI PPl NATI ONAL GUARD TO SUBM T A
REPORT TO CERTAI N LEGQ SLATI VE COMW TTEES REGARDI NG THE TRAI NI NG
RECEI VED BY MEMBERS OF THE ARMVED FORCES ON DETECTI NG WHETHER THEI R
SERVI CE | S LI KELY TO ENTAI L EXPOSURE TO DEPLETED URANI UM AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) For the purposes of this section, the

following terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Depleted uranium nmeans urani um containing |ess
urani um 235 than the naturally occurring distribution of uranium
i sot opes.

(b) "Eligible nmenber" neans a nenber who served in the
Persian @ulf War, as defined in 38 USCS Section 101, or in an area
designated as a conbat zone by the President of the United States
during Qperation Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom

(c) "Menber of the Armed Forces" or "nenber" neans a
menber of the Armed Forces of the United States, including the
M ssi ssi ppi National Guard, who is a resident of this state.

(d) "Veteran" nmeans a nenber who served as an eligible
nmenber .

(2) On and after July 1, 2007, any eligible nmenber or
veteran who returns or has returned to this state after service in
an area designated as a conbat zone by the President of the United
St ates and who has been assigned a risk level | or Il for depleted
urani um exposure by his branch or service, or any other nmenber or
vet eran who has reason to believe that he was exposed to depl eted

urani um during that service, shall have the right to a best
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practice health screening test for exposure to depl eted urani um
using a bi oassay procedure involving sensitive nmethods capabl e of
detecting depleted uraniumat |low | evels and the use of equi pnent
with the capacity to discrimnate between different radioi sotopes
in naturally occurring |levels of uranium and the characteristic
rati o and marker for depleted uranium

(3) On or before January 1, 2008, the Adjutant General of
the M ssissippi National Guard shall submt a report to the House
Mlitary Affairs Commttee and Public Health and Human Servi ces
Commttee and to the Senate Veterans and Mlitary Affairs
Commttee and Public Health and Wl fare Commttee on the scope and
adequacy of training received by nenbers of the Arned Forces on
detecting whether their service as eligible nmenbers is likely to
entail, or to have entail ed, exposure to depleted uranium The
report shall include an assessnent of the feasibility and cost of
addi ng predepl oynent training concerning potential exposure to
depl et ed urani um and ot her toxic chem cal substances and the
precautions reconmended under conbat and nonconbat conditions
while in a conbat zone.

(4) The screening tests specified under subsection (2) of
this section may be funded from any funds avail abl e or made
avai l abl e for that purpose.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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