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Representative Fl em ng To: Judiciary En Banc

HOUSE BI LL NO 268

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 99-19-51 AND 99-19-55, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE THE REQUI REMENT THAT LI CENSED PHYSI CI ANS
PARTI Cl PATE | N ADM NI STERI NG AN EXECUTI ON; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 99-19-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

99-19-51. The manner of inflicting the punishment of death
shall be by continuous intravenous adm nistration of a |ethal
gquantity of an ultra short-acting barbiturate or other simlar
drug in conbination with a chem cal paralytic agent until death is
pronounced by the county coroner where the execution takes
pl ace * * *,

SECTION 2. Section 99-19-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

99-19-55. (1) Wenever any person shall be condemed to
suffer death for any crinme for which such person shall have been
convicted in any court of any county of this state, such
puni shrent shall be inflicted at 6:00 p.m or as soon as possible
thereafter within the next twenty-four (24) hours at an
appropriate place designated by the Conm ssioner of Corrections on
the prem ses of the M ssissippi State Penitentiary at Parchman,

M ssissippi. Al male persons convicted of a capital offense
wherein the death sentence has been inposed shall be i mediately
committed to the Departnent of Corrections and transported to the
maxi mum security cell block at the M ssissippi State Penitentiary
at Parchman, M ssissippi. Wen the naxi ruminmate capacity at

such maxi mum security cell block has been reached, the
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Comm ssi oner of Corrections shall place such male convicts in an
appropriate facility on the grounds of the M ssissippi State
Penitentiary at Parchman, M ssissippi. Al femal e persons
convicted of a capital offense wherein the death sentence has been
i nposed shall be imediately conmtted to the Departnent of
Corrections and housed in an appropriate facility designated by

t he Comm ssioner of Corrections. Upon final affirmance of the
convi ction, the punishnent shall be inposed in the manner provided
by law. The State Executioner or his duly authorized deputy shal
supervi se and perform such executi on.

(2) \When a person is sentenced to suffer death in the manner
provided by law, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court to
deliver forthwith to the Conm ssioner of Corrections a warrant for
t he execution of the condemmed person. It shall be the duty of
the comm ssioner forthwith to notify the State Executioner of the
date of the execution and it shall be the duty of the said State
Executioner, or any person deputized by himin witing, in the
event of his physical disability, as hereinafter provided, to be
present at such execution, to performthe sanme, and have general
supervi sion over said execution. In addition to the above
desi gnat ed persons, the Conm ssioner of Corrections shall secure
the presence at such execution of the sheriff, or his deputy, of
the county of conviction, * * * the county coroner where the
execution takes place, and bona fide nenbers of the press, not to
exceed eight (8) in nunber, and at the request of the condemed,
such mnisters of the gospel, not exceeding two (2), as said
condemmed person shall nane. The Comm ssioner of Corrections
shall also nane to be present at the execution such officers or
guards as nmay be deened by himto be necessary to insure proper
security. No other persons shall be permtted to witness the
execution, except the conmi ssioner may permt two (2) nenbers of
the condemed person's imediate famly as wtnesses, if they so

request and two (2) nenbers of the victims imediate famly as
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W tnesses, if they so request. Provided further, that the
Governor may, for good cause shown, permt two (2) additional
persons of good and reputable character to witness an execution.
No person shall be allowed to take photographs or other recordings
of any type during the execution. The absence of the sheriff, or
deputy, after due notice to attend, shall not delay the execution.

(3) The State Executioner, or his duly authorized
representative, the Conm ssioner of Corrections, or his duly
aut hori zed representative, and the * * * county coroner who
w tnessed such execution shall prepare and sign officially a
certificate setting forth the tine and place thereof and that such
crimnal was then and there executed in conformty to the sentence
of the court and the provisions of Sections 99-19-51 through
99-19-55, and shall procure the signatures of the other public
of ficers and persons who w tnessed such execution, which
certificate shall be filed with the clerk of the court where the
conviction of the crimnal was had, and the clerk shall subjoin
the certificate to the record of the conviction and sentence.

(4) The body of the person so executed shall be rel eased
i mredi ately by the State Executioner, or his duly authorized
representative, to the relatives of the dead person, or to such
friends as may claimthe body. The Conm ssioner of Corrections
shal | have sole charge of burial in the event the body is not
clainmed as aforesaid, and his discretion in the prem ses shall be
final. The Conm ssioner may donate the unclai ned body of an
executed person to the University of M ssissippi Medical Center
for scientific purposes. The county of conviction shall bear the
reasonabl e expense of burial in the event the body is not clained
by relatives or friends or donated to the University of
M ssi ssi ppi Medi cal Center.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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