M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative Mak To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 256

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE CERTAIN SENIOR Cl TI ZENS TO ENROLL I N

2 COURSES, FREE OF TUI TI ON, AT THE STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER

3 LEARNING AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
5 SECTION 1. (1) As used in this section, the term"senior

6 citizen" neans a person who is sixty-five (65) years of age or

7 ol der.

8 (2) A qualified senior citizen who is a |legal resident of

9 the state may enroll in a course or courses offered at a state

10 institution of higher |earning without paying the tuition and any
11 applicable fees ordinarily assessed by the state institution for
12 attendance at that institution. Both full-tine and part-tine

13 senior citizen students may register for and enroll in courses to
14 earn academic credit in fulfillment of the requirenents of a

15 degree or for auditing purposes only. A senior citizen student
16 also nmay register for and enroll in courses nmade available at a
17 state institution of higher learning for which no academ c credit
18 is awarded.

19 (3) In order to qualify for registering for and enrolling in
20 courses without paying tuition and applicable fees at a state

21 institution of higher learning, a senior citizen’s individual

22 taxable inconme, for M ssissippi income tax purposes, for the year
23 preceding the year in which enrollnent is sought nmust not have

24 exceeded Fifteen Thousand Dol l ars ($15, 000. 00).

25 (4) Qualified senior citizens registering for a course or
26 courses under this section are exenpt from paying tuition and fees
27 ordinarily assessed by the state institution of higher |earning
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other than fees that may be charged for materials to be used in a
particul ar course, such as |aboratory fees. Senior citizens
registering for courses nmust conply with the adm ssions

requi renents of the state institution. The institution shal
determne its ability to offer a course for which a senior citizen
has registered and may elect to cancel it if an insufficient
nunber of students has registered for that course.

(5) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning shall pronulgate rules and regul ati ons necessary to carry
out the purposes and intent of this section. The rules and
regul ations nust include a process to ensure that tuition-paying
students are accommodated in a course before senior citizens
registering for that course under this section are enroll ed.
However, a state institution of higher |earning may nake
i ndi vi dual exceptions if a senior citizen has conpl eted
seventy-five percent (75% of the requirenents for the degree
toward which the senior citizen is working.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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