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Representati ve Fl em ng To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO 251

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-15-29, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO PROVI DE THAT A STUDENT MAY ATTEND A SCHOOL | N A DI FFERENT
SCHOOL DI STRICT IF H'S OR HER PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDI AN | S
PURCHASI NG A RESI DENCE | N THE OTHER DI STRICT WTH N FOUR MONTHS OF
THE BEG NNI NG OF THE SCHOOL YEAR;, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-15-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-15-29. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) through
(5) of this section, no mnor child may enroll in or attend any
school except in the school district of his residence, unless such

child is lawmfully transferred fromthe school district of his

residence to a school in another school district according to the

statutes of this state * * *,

(2) Those children whose parent(s) or |egal guardian(s) are
i nstructional personnel or |icensed enployees of a school district
may, in such enployee's discretion, enroll in and attend the
school or schools of their parent's or |egal guardian's enpl oynent
regardl ess of the residence of the child.

(3) No child shall be required to be transported in excess
of thirty (30) mles on a school bus fromhis or her hone to
school, or in excess of thirty (30) mles fromschool to his or
her home, if there is another school in an adjacent school
district |ocated on a shorter school bus transportation route by

the nearest traveled road. Those children residing in such

geogr aphi cal situations may, in the discretion of their parent(s)

or legal guardian(s), enroll in and attend the nearer school,
regardl ess of the residence of the child. |If the parent or |egal
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guardi an of such child and the school board are unable to agree on
the school bus mleage required to transport the child fromhis or
her hone to school, an appeal shall lie to the State Board of
Education, or its designee, whose decision shall be final.

(4) * * * The brother(s) and sister(s) of those children

lawfully transferred fromthe school district of their residence

to a school in another school district before July 1, 1992, may,

in the discretion of their parent(s) or |egal guardian(s), enrol
in and attend school in the transferee school district.

(5 (a) Any child whose residence will change fromone (1)

school district to another school district during a school year

due to his parent or |egal guardi an purchasing a residence in the

other district shall have the option, in the discretion of the

child s parent or legal guardian, of enrolling in and attending

the appropriate attendance center in the district where the parent

or legal guardian is purchasing the residence, even if the parent

or legal guardian and child do not reside in that residence at the

begi nning of the school year. In order to exercise the option

under this subsection, the real estate closing on the purchase of

the property in which the residence in the other district is

| ocated nust be within four (4) nonths of the beginning of the

school year.

(b) The school board of the district in which the

parent or |egal guardian is purchasing a residence may require the

parent to provide docunentation satisfactory to the board which

shows the pendi ng purchase and | ocati on of the residence.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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