M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative Mak To: Gaming; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO 235

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPl GAM NG COW SSI ON TO MAKE
2 CERTAI N EXPENDI TURES FROM THE STATE GENERAL FUND W THOUT AN
3 APPROPRI ATI ON BI LL TO FUND ESSENTI AL OPERATI ONS AND PERSONNEL OF
4 THE COMWM SSION | F THE LEG SLATURE DURI NG ANY REGULAR SESSI ON FAI LS
5 TO ENACT AN APPROPRI ATI ON BI LL TO FUND THE OPERATI ONS OF THE
6 COW SSI ON FOR THE NEXT FI SCAL YEAR, TO AMEND SECTI ONS 75-76- 15
7 AND 75-76-21, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO THE
8 PRECEDI NG PROVI SI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.
9 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
10 SECTION 1. (1) |If the Legislature during any regul ar
11 session fails to enact an appropriation bill that would fund the
12 operations of the M ssissippi Gam ng Comm ssion for the next
13 fiscal year, then the executive director of the comm ssion may
14 make expenditures during the next fiscal year fromnonies in the
15 State CGeneral Fund not otherw se appropriated to fund those
16 operations and personnel of the conm ssion that the executive
17 director deternmines to be essential. Those expenditures may be
18 made without the authority of an appropriation bill, but shall not
19 exceed the anobunts that were appropriated to the comm ssion for
20 the sane purposes during the preceding fiscal year. |In nmaking
21 those expenditures, the executive director shall otherw se conply
22 with the provisions of budget |aws and foll ow the normal budget
23 procedures as if the expenditures were being nade under the
24 authority of an appropriation bill.
25 (2) The authority of the executive director under this
26 section to make expenditures fromthe State General Fund wit hout
27 an appropriation bill shall cease after the Legislature has
28 enacted an appropriation bill at any extraordi nary or regul ar
29 session to fund the operations of the comm ssion for the fiscal
30 year for which expenditures would be nade under this section.
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SECTION 2. Section 75-76-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

75-76-15. (1) * * * The position of Executive D rector of
the M ssissippi Gamng Coonmissionis * * * created. * * *

The Gam ng Commi ssion shall appoint the executive director, with
t he advice and consent of the Senate, and the executive director
shall serve at the will and pl easure of the comm ssion. * * *

(2) No menber of the Legislature, no person hol ding any
el ective office, nor any officer or official of any political
party is eligible for the appointnent of executive director.

(3) The executive director nmust have at |east five (5) years
of responsible adm nistrative experience in public or business
adm ni stration or possess broad managenent skills.

(4) The executive director shall devote his entire tinme and
attention to his duties under this chapter and the business of the
comm ssion and shall not pursue any other business or occupation
or hold any other office of profit.

(5) The executive director shall not be pecuniarily
interested in any business or organization holding a gam ng
I'icense under this chapter or doing business with any person or
organi zation licensed under this chapter.

(6) The executive director is entitled to an annual salary
in the anmount specified by the comm ssion, subject to the approval
of the State Personnel Board, within the limts of |egislative

appropriations or authorizations or the expenditures authorized

under Section 1 of this act.

SECTION 3. Section 75-76-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

75-76-21. (1) The executive director in pursuit of the
attai nment of the objectives and the purposes of this chapter may:

(a) Sue and be sued on behalf of the conmm ssion;
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(b) Acquire real property in accordance with statutory
procedure and rmake i nprovenents thereon on behal f of the
conmi ssi on;

(c) Make, execute and effectuate any and all agreenents
or contracts, including contracts for the purchase of goods and
services as are necessary;

(d) Enploy the services of such persons as he considers
necessary for the purposes of consultation or investigation and
fix the salaries of or contract for the services of such |egal,
pr of essional, technical and operational personnel and consultants,
subj ect to applicable provisions of the State Personnel Board.

For the purpose of inplenenting the provisions of this chapter,
addi tional |egal assistance may be retained only with the approval
of the Attorney General;

(e) Acquire such furnishings, equipnent, supplies,
stationery, books, and all other things as he nmay deem necessary
or desirable in carrying out his functions; and

(f) Performsuch other duties which he may deem
necessary to effectuate the purposes of this chapter.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, all costs
of adm nistration incurred by the executive director and his
enpl oyees shall be paid out on clains fromthe State Treasury in
the sane manner as other clains against the state are paid or in

t he manner authorized under Section 1 of this act.

* * %

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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