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Represent ati ve Baker (74th) To:  County Affairs
Muni ci palities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 220

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 21-15-25, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO CLARI FY THE LENGTH OF TI ME THAT A MUNI Cl PAL ATTORNEY MAY SERVE
AFTER BEI NG APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TI ES OF A
MUNI CI PALI TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 21-15-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-15-25. The governing authorities may * * * appoi nt an

attorney at law who is termnable at will for the rmunicipality,

prescribe his or her duties and fix his or her conpensation,

and/ or they nmay enploy counsel to represent the interest of the
muni ci pality, should the occasion require. For services and
duties which the regular city attorney is not required to perform
as a result of his or her enploynent as such, and which are not
covered by the regul ar conpensation paid to himor her, such
muni ci pal attorney may be enpl oyed and conpensated additionally.

In cases where an attorney, whether he or she is the regul ar

muni ci pal attorney or another, shall be enployed in the matter of
i ssuing or refunding of bonds and the drafting of all orders and
resolutions in connection therewith, the governing authorities
shal | have the power to pay reasonabl e conpensation to such
attorney, but in no instance shall such conpensation so paid
exceed one percent (1% of the bonds issued or refunded; however,
where the regular contract of enploynent and conpensation paid to
the nmuni cipal attorney covers and includes services in connection
with the issuing or refunding of bonds, then such regul ar
muni ci pal attorney shall not be paid additional conpensation for

such servi ces.
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Shoul d the services and duties required of a regul ar
muni ci pal attorney at any tinme becone greater than that
anticipated by the governing authorities at the tinme of his or her
appoi ntnent, the governing authorities, by unani nous vote, and on
proper finding, may increase the conpensation of such attorney in
such anount as the governing board may find and adjudge to be fair
and reasonabl e to conpensate the attorney for his or her excessive
and unanti ci pated services and duti es.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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