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HOUSE BI LL NO. 206

AN ACT TO CLARI FY THE CRIM NALITY OF THEFT OF RENTAL
PROPERTY; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 97-17-41 AND 97-17-43, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Woever, with the intent to defraud the

owner or any person |awfully possessing any personal property or
equi pnent, obtains the custody of such personal property or

equi pnent by trick, deceit, or fraudulent or willful false
representation shall be guilty of a m sdenmeanor, punishable as
provided in Section 97-17-43, unless the value of the personal
property or equiprment is of a value of Five Hundred Dol l ars
($500.00) or nore; in that event the violation constitutes a

fel ony, punishable as provided in Section 97-17-41.

(2) Woever, with intent to defraud the owner or any person
| awful | y possessing any personal property or equi pnment of the
rental thereof, hires or |eases said personal property or
equi pnent from such owner or such owner's agents or any person in
| awf ul possession thereof shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a
m sdenmeanor, puni shable as provided in Section 97-17-43, unl ess
t he val ue of the personal property or equipnent is of a val ue of
Five Hundred Dol | ars ($500.00) or nore; in that event the
violation constitutes a felony, punishable as provided in Section
97-17-41.

(3) \Woever, after hiring or |easing any personal property
or equi pnent under an agreenent to redeliver the sanme to the
person | etting such personal property or equipnment or his agent at

the term nation of the period for which it was let, shall, wthout
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t he consent of such person or persons and with the intent to
defraud, abandon or willfully refuse to redeliver such personal
property or equi pnent as agreed, shall, upon conviction, be guilty
of a m sdeneanor, punishable as provided in Section 97-17-43,

unl ess the value of the personal property or equipnment is of a

val ue of Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00) or nore; in that event the
violation constitutes a felony, punishable as provided in Section
97-17-41.

(4) (a) In prosecutions under this section, obtaining the
property or equi prment under fal se pretenses; abscondi ng w thout
paynment; or renoving or attenpting to renove the property or
equi pnent fromthe county w thout the express witten consent of
the lessor, is prima facie evidence of fraudulent intent.

(b) In a prosecution under subsection (3), failure to
redeliver the property or equipnent within five (5) days after
receipt of, or wwthin five (5) days after return receipt from the
certified miling of the demand for return is prima facie evidence
of fraudulent intent. Notice mailed by certified mail, return
recei pt requested, to the address given by the renter at the tine
of rental shall be deenmed sufficient and equival ent to notice
havi ng been received by the renter, should the notice be returned
undel i ver ed.

(c) In a prosecution under subsection (3), failure to
pay any anmount due which is incurred as the result of the failure
to redeliver property after the rental period expires, and after
the demand for return is nmade, is prima facie evidence of
fraudul ent intent. Anounts due include unpaid rental for the tine
period during which the property or equi pnment was not returned and
include the | essor of the cost of repairing or replacing the
property or equipnent if it has been danaged.

(5) Demand for return of overdue property or equi pnent and

for paynent of anmounts due may be made in person, by hand
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delivery, or by certified mail, return receipt requested,
addressed to the | essee's address shown in the rental contract.
SECTION 2. Section 97-17-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
97-17-41. (1) Every person who shall be convicted of taking
and carrying away, feloniously, the personal property of another,
of the value of Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00) or nore, or a

violation of Section 1 of House Bill No. 206, 2007 Regul ar

Session, shall be guilty of grand | arceny, and shall be inprisoned
in the Penitentiary for a termnot exceeding ten (10) years; or
shall be fined not nore than Ten Thousand Dol | ars ($10, 000. 00), or
both. The total value of property taken and carried away by the
person froma single victimshall be aggregated in determ ning the
gravity of the offense.

(2) Every person who shall be convicted of taking and
carrying away, feloniously, the property of a church, synagogue,
tenpl e or other established place of worship, of the value of Five
Hundred Dol | ars ($500.00) or nore, shall be guilty of grand
| arceny, and shall be inprisoned in the Penitentiary for a term
not exceeding ten (10) years, or shall be fined not nore than Ten
Thousand Dol | ars ($10, 000. 00), or both.

SECTION 3. Section 97-17-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-17-43. (1) If any person shall feloniously take, steal
and carry away any personal property of another under the val ue of

Five Hundred Dol | ars ($500.00), or a violation of Section 1 of

House Bill No. 206, 2007 Regul ar Session, he shall be guilty of

petit larceny and, upon conviction, shall be punished by

i nprisonnment in the county jail not exceeding six (6) nonths or by
fine not exceeding One Thousand Dol lars ($1, 000.00), or both. The
total value of property taken, stolen or carried away by the
person froma single victimshall be aggregated in determ ning the

gravity of the offense.
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(2) If any person shall feloniously take, steal and carry
away any property of a church, synagogue, tenple or other
est abl i shed place of worship under the value of Five Hundred
Dol I ars ($500.00), he shall be guilty of petit larceny and, upon
conviction, shall be punished by inprisonnment in the county jail
not exceeding one (1) year or by fine not exceeding Two Thousand
Dol I ars ($2,000.00), or both.

(3) Any person who | eaves the prem ses of an establishnent
at which notor fuel offered for retail sale was dispensed into the
fuel tank of a notor vehicle by driving away in that notor vehicle
wi t hout havi ng made due paynent or authorized charge for the notor
fuel so dispensed, with intent to defraud the retai
establishnent, shall be guilty of petit |arceny and puni shed as
provided in subsection (1) of this section and, upon any second or
subsequent such offense, the driver's |license of the person shal
be suspended as foll ows:

(a) The person shall submt the driver's license to the
court upon conviction and the court shall forward the driver's
license to the Departnent of Public Safety.

(b) The first suspension of a driver's |icense under
this subsection shall be for a period of six (6) nonths.

(c) A second or subsequent suspension of a driver's
Iicense under this subsection shall be for a period of one (1)
year .

(d) At the expiration of the suspension period, and
upon paynent of a restoration fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00),
t he suspension shall term nate and the Departnent of Public Safety
shall return the person's driver's license to the person. The
restoration fee shall be in addition to the fees provided for in
Title 63, Chapter 1, and shall be deposited into the State General
Fund in accordance with Section 45-1-23.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.

H B. No. 206 *HRO3/ R513*

07/ HRO3/ R513 ST: Crines; clarify theft of rental property.
PACGE 4 (CIRLH)



