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Representative Fl em ng To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 180

AN ACT TO CREATE THE PUBLI C/ MASS TRANSI T TASK FORCE TO STUDY
AND MAKE RECOVMENDATI ONS TO THE LEG SLATURE W TH REGARD TO PRESENT
AND FUTURE NEEDS OF PUBLI C TRANSPORTATION I N M SSI SSI PPl ; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) There is created the Public/Mss Transit

Task Force to study and nmake recomrendations with regard to
present and future needs of public transportation in M ssissippi.
The task force shall nake a report of its findings and
recommendations to the Legislature during the 2008 Regul ar
Legi sl ative Session, including any reconmended | egi sl ation.

(2) The task force shall be conposed of the follow ng nine
(9) nmenbers:

(a) The Chairman of the House Transportation Commttee;

(b) The Chairman of the Senate Hi ghways and
Transportation Conmittee;

(c) Two (2) menbers of the M ssissippi Public
Transportation Associ ati on appoi nted by the association's
executive director;

(d) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Depart ment of Transportation;

(e) The Director of Public Transit of the M ssissipp
Depart ment of Transportation; and

(f) Three (3) persons appointed by the Governor, each
of whomrepresents either nmetropolitan planni ng organizations or
pl anni ng and devel opnent districts.

(3) Appointnents shall be nade within thirty (30) days after

the effective date of this act, and, within fifteen (15) days
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thereafter on a day to be designated jointly by the Speaker of the
House and the Lieutenant CGovernor, the task force shall neet and
organi ze by selecting fromits nenbership a chairnman and a vice
chairman. The vice chairman shall also serve as secretary and
shal |l be responsible for keeping all records of the task force. A
majority of the nmenbers of the task force shall constitute a
qguorum In the selection of its officers and the adoption of
rules, resolutions and reports, an affirmative vote of a mgjority
of the task force shall be required. Al nenbers shall be
notified in witing of all neetings, such notices to be mailed at

| east fifteen (15) days before the date on which a neeting is to
be hel d.

(4) Menbers of the task force who are not |egislators, state
officials or state enpl oyees shall be conpensated at the per diem
rate authorized by Section 25-3-69 and shall be reinbursed in
accordance wth Section 25-3-41 for m | eage and actual expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties. Legislative nenbers
of the task force shall be paid fromthe contingent expense funds
of their respective houses in the sane manner as provided for
commttee neetings when the Legislature is not in session.

However, no per diemor expense for attending neetings of the task
force may be paid to legislative nenbers of the task force while
the Legislature is in session. No task force nenber may incur per
diem travel or other expenses unless previously authorized by
vote, at a neeting of the task force, which action shall be
recorded in the official mnutes of the neeting. Nonlegislative
nmenbers shall be paid fromany funds made avail able to the task
force for that purpose.

(5) The task force shall use clerical and | egal staff
al ready enpl oyed by the Legislature and any other staff assistance
made available to it. To effectuate the purposes of this section,
any departnent, division, board, bureau, conm ssion or agency of

the state or of any political subdivision thereof shall, at the
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request of the chairman of the task force,

force such facil

ties,

assi stance and data as will enable the task

force properly to carry out its duties.

SECTI ON 2.
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