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HOUSE BI LL NO 179

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE OMNER OF A DOVESTI CATED PET TO
RECOVER Cl VI L DAMAGES | N AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $5, 000. 00 FROM
ANY OTHER PERSON WHO | NTENTI ONALLY OR NEGLI GENTLY, AND W THOUT
AUTHORI TY OF LAW KILLS SUCH PET; AND FOR RELATED PURPCOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. (1) |If any person intentionally or negligently,

and wi thout authority of law, kills or causes the death of any
canine, feline, bird, horse or other donesticated pet of another,

t he keepi ng, custody and possession of which is not unlawful, then
such person shall be liable to the owner of the pet in an anount
not to exceed Five Thousand Dol | ars ($5,000.00) for the owner's

| oss of conpani onship and affection of the pet.

(2) The danmamges aut horized under subsection (1) of this
section may be recovered in a civil action brought by the owner,
and any danmages awarded under subsection (1) of this section shal
be in addition to any other civil damages as may be authorized by
| aw.

(3) Liability under this section shall not abate or affect a
crimnal prosecution nor relieve a defendant of any fines or
penal ties that otherwi se may be inposed by |aw.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.
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