M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

Represent ati ve Baker (74th) To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO 173

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-3-603, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO PRESCRI BE CERTAI N ADDI TI ONAL EXCEPTI ONS TO THE REQUI REMENT THAT
A VEHI CLE PROCEEDI NG AT LESS THAN THE NORVAL SPEED OF TRAFFI C MUST
BE DRI VEN I N THE RI GHT- HAND LANE OF A MJULTI - LANED ROADVWAY OR AS
CLCSE AS | S SAFE TO THE RI GHT- HAND CURB OR EDGE OF THE ROADVWAY; TO
AUTHORI ZE ANY PERSON RI DI NG A Bl CYCLE UPON A ONE- WAY STREET OR
H GVWAY W TH TWO OR MORE MARKED LANES OF TRAVEL TO RI DE AS CLOSE
AS | S SAFE TO THE LEFT- HAND CURB OR EDGE OF THE STREET OR H GHWAY;
TO PROH BI T A PERSON OPERATI NG A BI CYCLE FROM PASSI NG OTHER
VEHI CLES BETWEEN LANES OF TRAFFI C TRAVELI NG | N THE SAME DI RECTI ON,;
TO CREATE A NEW SECTI ON TO BE CCDI FI ED AS SECTI ON 63- 3- 604,
M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE A PERSON WHEN OVERTAKI NG AND
PASSI NG A BI CYCLE PROCEEDI NG | N THE SAME DI RECTI ON TO LEAVE A SAFE
DI STANCE BETWEEN THE MOTOR VEHI CLE AND THE BI CYCLE OF NOT LESS
THAN THREE FEET UNTIL THE MOTOR VEHI CLE | S SAFELY PAST THE
OVERTAKEN BI CYCLE, TO PRESCRI BE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS THAT
RESULT I N A COLLI SI ON CAUSI NG SERI QUS PHYSI CAL | NJURY OR DEATH TO
ANOTHER PERSQN;, TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-3-207, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, IN CONFORM TY WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 63-3-603, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-3-603. (1) Wenever any roadway has been divided into
three (3) or nore clearly marked |l anes for traffic, except through
or bypassing a nmunicipality, the following rules in addition to
all others consistent herewith shall apply:

(a) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practical
entirely within a single |ane and shall not be noved from such
| ane until the driver has first ascertained that such novenent can
be made with safety.

(b) A vehicle shall not be driven in the center |ane
upon a roadway which is divided into three (3) | anes except when:

(i) Overtaking and passi ng anot her vehicle where

the roadway is clearly visible and such center lane is clear of

traffic within a safe distance;
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(1i1) Such vehicle is in preparation for a left
turn; or

(ti1) Such center lane is at the tine allocated
exclusively to traffic noving in the direction such vehicle is

proceeding and is signposted to give notice of such allocation.

(c) Oficial signs may be erected directing sl ow noving

traffic to use a designated | ane or allocating specified |lanes to
traffic noving in the sane direction, and drivers of vehicles
shal | obey the directions of every such sign.

(2) Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding at |ess than
the normal speed of traffic at the tine and place and under the
conditions then existing shall be driven in the right-hand | ane
then available for traffic, or as close as is safe to the
right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except:

(a) Wen overtaking and passing another vehicle
proceeding in the same direction;
(b) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection

or into a private road or driveway;

(c) \When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions and

whi | e exercising due care including, but not limted to:

(i) Fixed or noving objects;

(i11) Parked or noving vehicles;

(1i1) Pedestrians or ani nals;

(iv) Surface hazards; or

(v) Any tinme it is unsafe to continue along the

ri ght-hand curb or edge of the roadway; and

(d) Wen riding in the right-turn-only | ane.

(3) Any person riding a bicycle upon a one-way street or

hi ghway with two (2) or nore marked | anes of travel may ride as

close as is safe to the left-hand curb or edge of the street or

hi ghway.

(4) No person operating a bicycle shall pass other vehicles

bet ween | anes of traffic traveling in the sanme direction.
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(5) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride
nore than two (2) abreast except on paths or parts of roadways set
aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. Persons riding tw (2)
abreast shall not inpede the normal and reasonabl e novenent of
traffic and, on a |l aned roadway, shall ride within a single |ane.

SECTION 2. The follow ng shall be codified as Section
63-3-604, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

63-3-604. (1) Wen overtaking and passing a bicycle
proceeding in the sane direction, a person driving a notor vehicle
shal | exercise due care by |leaving a safe distance between the
not or vehicle and the bicycle of not less than three (3) feet
until the notor vehicle is safely past the overtaken bicycle.

(2) If a person violates the provisions of subsection (1) of
this section and the violation results in a collision causing
serious physical injury to another person, the violator shall be
puni shed by a fine of not nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars
($500. 00) .

(3) If a person violates the provisions of subsection (1) of
this section and the violation results in death of another person,
the violator shall be punished by a fine of not nore than One
Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000. 00).

SECTION 3. Section 63-3-207, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-3-207. Every person riding a bicycle or an animal or
driving any animal draw ng a vehicle upon a highway shall have al
of the rights and all of the duties applicable to the driver of a

vehi cl e under this chapter, except as otherw se specifically

provided by this chapter, or except those provisions of this

chapter which by their nature can have no application.
SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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