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Represent ati ve Hor ne To: Municipalities; Ways and
Means

HOUSE BI LL NO 157

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 21-1-27, 21-1-29, 21-1-61, 21-33-1
AND 21-33-21, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT A
MUNI CI PALI TY IS PROH BI TED FROM LEVYI NG AND CCOLLECTI NG AD VALOREM
TAXES I N NEWLY ANNEXED AREAS UNTI L THE MUNI Cl PALI TY HAS PROVI DED
THE SERVI CES TO THE ANNEXED AREA VWH CH ARE LI STED I N THE ORDI NANCE
THAT THE MUNI Cl PALITY IS REQUI RED TO PASS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 21-1-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-1-27. The limts and boundaries of existing cities, towns
and villages shall remain as now established until altered in the

manner * * * provided in this chapter. Wen any

muni cipality * * * desires to enlarge or contract its

boundaries * * * by adding * * * adjacent unincorporated territory
or excluding * * * any part of the incorporated territory of the
muni ci pality, the governing authorities of the nunicipality shal
pass an ordi nance defining with certainty the territory proposed
to be included in or excluded fromthe corporate limts, and al so
defining the entire boundary as changed. |[f the nunicipality
desires to enlarge its boundaries, the ordinance shall in general
terns describe the proposed i nprovenents to be nade in the annexed
territory, the manner and extent of such inprovenents, and the
approximate tinme within which such inprovenents are to be made.
The ordinance shall also contain a statenent of the nunicipal or
public services which the nmunicipality proposes to render in the

annexed territory. The ordinance shall also state that the

muni cipality nmay not |levy or collect nunicipal ad val oremtaxes

within the territory proposed to be annexed until those services
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that the nunicipality proposes to render in the ordi nance are

provided. |If the municipality * * * desires to contract its

boundaries, the ordinance shall contain a statement of the reasons
for the contraction and a statenent show ng that public
conveni ence and necessity woul d be served thereby.

SECTION 2. Section 21-1-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

21-1-29. \When any such ordi nance described in Section

21-1-27 is passed by the nunicipal authorities, the municipal
authorities shall file a petition in the chancery court of the
county in which the municipality is |ocated; however, when a
municipality wishes to annex or extend its boundaries across and
into an adjoining county, the nunicipal authorities shall file a
petition in the chancery court of the county in which the
territory is located. The petition shall recite the fact of the
adoption of the ordinance and shall pray that the enlargenent or

contraction of the nunicipal boundaries, as the case may be, shal

be ratified, approved and confirmed by the court. The petition

al so shall state that the nmunicipality may not |evy or coll ect

nmuni ci pal ad valoremtaxes within the territory proposed to be

annexed until those services that the nunicipality proposes to

render in the ordinance are provided. There shall be attached to

the petition, as exhibits * * * a certified copy of the ordinance
adopt ed by the nunicipal authorities and a map or plat of the
muni ci pal boundaries as they will exist if such enlargenent or
contraction becones effective.

SECTION 3. Section 21-1-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

21-1-61. In all cases where a nunicipality is created * * *
under the provisions of this chapter, the property included within
the munici pal boundaries by the creation * * * shall becone |iable
for and subject to municipal ad valoremtaxation on the tax lien

date next succeeding the effective date of the decree creating the
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municipality. In all cases where the limts of an existing

muni cipality are enl arged t hrough annexati on of an adj oi ni ng

territory under the provisions of this chapter, the annexed

territory will not becone |iable for and subject to municipal ad

val orem taxation until the services that the nmunicipality proposed

to render in the ordi nance described in Section 21-1-27 are

provi ded.
SECTION 4. Section 21-33-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

21-33-1. Except as provided in Section 21-1-61, all |ands

and ot her taxable property subject to assessnent, held by any
person within the nunicipality, or in added territory, on the
first day of January, shall be assessed, and ad val oremtaxes
thereon |l evied and collected for the ensuing year, excepting notor
vehi cl es as defined by the "Mditor Vehicle Ad Val orem Tax Law of
1958, " Sections 27-51-1 through 27-51-49, M ssissippi Code of
1972.

SECTION 5. Section 21-33-21, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-33-21. After the services that the nmunicipality proposes

to render in the ordi nance described in Section 21-1-27 are

provided within the added territory as required under Section

21-1-61, the assessor * * * in the sane nanner and at the sane

time as nunicipal assessnents are made, shall make an assessnent

of all taxable property in any added territory, and shall nake the
sanme a part of the assessnent roll of the municipal separate
school district.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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