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HOUSE BI LL NO 137

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 11-27-1, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROH BI T USE OF THE POANER OF EM NENT DOVAI N FOR CERTAI' N PRI VATE
NONGOVERNVENTAL PURPGSES; TO PROVI DE EXEMPTI ONS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 11-27-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

11-27-1. (1) Any person or corporation having the right to
condemn private property for public use shall exercise that right
as provided in this chapter, except as el sewhere specifically
provi ded under the laws of the State of M ssi ssippi.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter or any

ot her provisions of lawto the contrary, the right of em nent

domai n shall not be exercised for the purposes of converting

privately owned real property for retail, office, comerci al

industrial or residential developnent; or primarily for

enhancenent of tax revenue; or for transfer to a person,

nongover nnental entity, public-private partnership, corporation or

ot her business entity. This subsection shall not apply to

publicly regulated facilities used to transport or distribute

natural gas and electricity or to public utilities or comon

carriers. This subsection shall apply to governnmental entities

that | ease public property to a private retail, office,

commercial, industrial or residential devel opnent, a person, a

nongover nnental entity, public-private partnership, corporation or

ot her privately owned busi ness.

(3) Property condemed pursuant to any provision of law, if

not used in thirty (30) years or if not used for the purpose or
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purposes for which it was condemmed or for sone ot her public use,

t hat subsequently is determned to be sold shall be offered first

for sale to the person or persons fromwhomthe property was

condemmed, or to his or her known or ascertai nable heirs or

assigns, at the price paid for the property together with the fair

mar ket val ue of any i nprovenents thereon, |ess such anmount, if

any, as the person or persons fromwhomthe property was condemed

shows by good and sufficient docunentation to be the anount of

i ncone and transaction taxes, if any, actually paid in connection

therewith. However, if the offer is not accepted within ninety

(90) days fromthe date it is made, the property may be sold to

any ot her person, but only at public sale after legal notice is

gi ven.

The provisions of this subsection (3) shall apply to any real

property whet her condemmed before or after the passage of this

act .

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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